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RESPONSE BY SIERRA CLUB IOWA CHAPTER TO DAKOTA ACCESS’
RESPONSE TO THE BOARD’S JANUARY 13, 2020 ORDER REQUIRING

INFORMATION

INTRODUCTION 

On January  13,  2020,  the  Board entered  an  order  requiring  Dakota  Access  to

correct deficiencies in its application for an amended permit. That order required Dakota

Access to provide the following information:

1. An expert explanation of the effect of the drag reducing agent that would be

added to the pipeline.

2.  An  expert  explanation  of  whether  the  increased  flow  in  the  pipeline  will

increase the amount of oil released if a spill occurs.

3. An amended Exhibit K to its petition for an amended permit.

On February 12, 2020, Dakota Access filed its response to the Board’s January 13,

2020, order.  As shown by the discussion below, Dakota Access’ response was at  best

incomplete.  Sierra  Club submits  below the  statements  of  Richard  Kuprewicz  and Dr.

Mehrooz Zamanzadeh, explaining why Dakota Access’ response is deficient and why an

evidentiary hearing is required on Dakota Access’ petition for an amended permit. 

NEED FOR AN EVIDENTIARY HEARING
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As shown by the statements of Richard Kuprewicz and Dr. Mehrooz Zamanzadeh,

there  are  significant  issues  and  questions  that  Dakota  Access  has  not  sufficiently

answered and information that is important in determining the propriety of granting an

amended  permit  which  has  not  yet  been  presented  to  the  Board.  These  issues  are

important as to safety and environmental impact. Providing a hearing and discovery is

therefore important. 

Furthermore,  the  statements  of  Mr.  Kuprewicz  and  Dr.  Zamanzadeh  clearly

establish why Dakota Access has not carried its heavy burden of showing by clear and

convincing evidence that a waiver of the hearing requirement should be granted. 

The Board should also be aware that Dakota Access, in the Illinois Commerce

Commission proceeding, stated through its attorney that it intends to proceed as soon as

possible with constructing the modifications to the pumping station in Iowa so it will be

ready “when” the Board issues a permit. A transcript of the Illinois proceeding is attached.

The relevant statements appear at p. 64-65. The Board should make it clear to Dakota

Access  that  the  issuance  of  an  amended  permit  is  not  a  sure  thing,  and  that  no

construction can take place until, if ever, a permit is issued. 

/s/ Wallace L. Taylor
WALLACE L. TAYLOR AT0007714
Law Offices of Wallace L. Taylor
4403 1st Ave. S.E., Suite 402
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402
319-366-2428;(Fax)319-366-3886
e-mail: wtaylorlaw@aol.com
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