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 1    A.  Thank you.

 2    Q.  Mr. Kuprewicz, can you agree that this is in fact

 3 a report that you prepared on behalf of Accufacts for

 4 the -- in your work for the Township of West Goshen?

 5    A.  That's correct.

 6    Q.  And you had just mentioned that one of the things

 7 that you really don't like is when companies say that

 8 they just are looking to follow the minimum

 9 requirements.  Correct?

10    A.  That's correct.

11    Q.  Okay.  And in this case, and I will say I've

12 noticed some themes in some of the things that you

13 highlight is positive things in your various reports.  I

14 think most of them in this are in this, we can go

15 through more if we need to.  But if we turn to page 2 of

16 this report, we see basically what you just testified

17 to.  Right? "Accufacts finds that Sunoco has

18 incorporated additional processes in excess of minimum

19 Federal pipeline safety regulations that should assure

20 the safety of this proposal across the township."

21 Correct?

22    A.  That's correct.  And let me -- for the record,
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 1 this is on the, I believe -- and tell me if I've missed,

 2 because of there's several of these out there in various

 3 years.  This is on the 20-inch Mariner East 2 Pipeline

 4 that's going to be moving at least part of it is already

 5 -- hazardous fault two liquids.  Correct?

 6    Q.  Correct.

 7    A.  For the town of West Goshen, a segment of

 8 Township of which this is being crossed.

 9    Q.  This is the January 6, 2017, and as you know,

10 this is a different product, and I will be asking you in

11 some of these whether you would change your position on

12 it.  You go on to say on page 4 that: "Having

13 manufacturing, inspection, and transportation quality

14 control for new pipe meant that this project did not

15 present certain cracked threats."  Is that correct?

16    A.  Yes, it is.  This is new pipe that's being

17 produced.

18    Q.  So that would be true, presumably, for an oil

19 pipeline as well.  Correct?

20    A.  Not all oil.  There's a lot of oil pipelines that

21 have cracked thread, but not Dakota Access Pipeline, if

22 I'm guessing where you're going.

Filed with the Iowa Utilities Board on April 27, 2020, HLP-2014-0001



Audio Transcription - Hearing - 11/13/19
In re: Dakota Access, LLC

(763) 591-0535 | info@depointernational.com Page 249
Depo International, Inc.

 1    Q.  Well, basically what I'm asking is that there are

 2 some of these practices like having quality control for

 3 your inspection transportation, that you consider would

 4 minimize the effects, the potential effects of a

 5 pipeline project on people in the environment.  Correct?

 6    A.  That's correct, but you got to put in

 7 characterization of the particular pipeline and what are

 8 those some of the details.  So I think back to your

 9 comment earlier, there's a certain process I use but it

10 might get tweaked depending on the type of pipe or

11 pipeline.

12    Q.  I think that's a fair point, but nonetheless, at

13 least for this one, all things equal having those

14 protocols for manufacturing and transportation

15 inspection, tends to minimize the effects of the

16 pipeline.

17    A.  That's correct.

18    Q.  And are you aware that Dakota Access Pipeline is

19 specified to API 5L PLS 2 standards?

20    A.  Yes, I believe that's correct from my memory.

21    Q.  And that standard includes both metallurgical and

22 quality-assurance-process requirements.  Correct?
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 1    A.  Yes.

 2    Q.  Are you aware that Dakota Access inspected all

 3 pipe mills for quality assurance and testing before they

 4 were allowed to bid?

 5    A.  I think that's correct from my recollection.

 6    Q.  And you would agree -- I believe we just went

 7 through this -- that the higher pipe standard would

 8 increase the safety of the line?

 9    A.  Oh, I'd put that a little differently.  The

10 higher pipe standard if properly implemented with the

11 QA/QC procedures would provide a level of safety for

12 certain types of threats that might enter into a

13 pipeline operation.

14    Q.  And in this piece, as well as some other pieces

15 of your work, I've read you encourage non-destructive

16 testing of all girth welds.  Correct?

17    A.  Yes, I do.

18    Q.  And are you aware that Dakota Access had NDT

19 inspection on 100 percent of the girth welds?

20    A.  Yes.  I usually look for that as an exceeding a

21 Federal requirement.

22    Q.  Indeed, the Federal Regulation requires NDT of
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 1 only 10 percent of the girths.

 2    A.  That's correct.

 3    Q.  And you also spoke highly of Sunoco allowing

 4 control room operators direct authority to shut down and

 5 isolate the line without supervisory approval.  Correct?

 6    A.  That's correct.

 7    Q.  And you heard Mr. Stamm testify that that's also

 8 true at Dakota Access.  Correct?

 9    A.  I believe I did.

10    Q.  In an interview that you gave you said that

11 regarding cracking and corrosion you encourage

12 fusion-bonded epoxy, bonded epoxy coating and the use of

13 stress risers.  Is that true?

14    A.  I'm not recalling the stress riser but the

15 fusion-bonded epoxy coating I -- I certain want more

16 modern generation because there's various different

17 generations leads to superior external corrosion

18 protection.

19    Q.  And you are aware that Dakota Access has

20 fusion-bonded --

21    A.  I believe they do, yes.

22    Q.  The stress risers, in regard to transportation
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 1 protocol and trying to avoid damage to the pipe the --

 2    A.  Oh, I see what you mean about -- I'm sorry,

 3 you're --

 4    Q.  You're blending two concepts together there.

 5 Let's split them apart:  Stress risers are also a

 6 positive thing for safety.  Correct?

 7    A.  The elimination of stress risers, yeah.

 8    Q.  And you are aware the transportation protocol for

 9 Dakota Access also followed that recommendation of

10 yours.  Correct?

11    A.  Yes, it did.

12    Q.  Couple of things that I know you have said, or

13 not sort of absolute panaceas, but Federal Regulations

14 on hydro-testing for a lie like Dakota Access, require

15 125 percent MOP for four hours and a 110 percent for an

16 additional four hours.  Correct?

17    A.  That's right.  For new modern pipe construction.

18    Q.  And are you aware that Dakota Access tested at a

19 125 percent MOP for the full eight hours?

20    A.  I believe they did.

21    Q.  And that they also tested above-ground equipment

22 valves at 125 percent?
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 1    A.  I believe they did, yes.

 2    Q.  And that exceeds the Minimum Federal

 3 Requirements.

 4    A.  I would not disagree with that.

 5    Q.  What's that?

 6    A.  I would not disagree with that.

 7    Q.  It took me a second to work through the double

 8 negative.  Appreciate it.  I would not disagree --

 9    A.  Apologize for that.

10    Q.  In several of your reports you appear to favor

11 more frequent and remote actuated valves to reduce the

12 size of inventory available for a draw to drain down in

13 a release event.  Is that a fair --

14    A.  It's more than drain-down, but it's going to be

15 driven by other factors like the hydraulic profile, but

16 -- more can be better, but I'm not an advocate of

17 putting a lot of mainline valves, because there is this

18 issue of surge you have to deal with.

19    Q.  Sure.  Obviously, that's a subject we'll get to.

20    A.  Okay.

21    Q.  And you're aware that a hundred percent of the

22 mainline valves on Dakota Access EFRD's?

Filed with the Iowa Utilities Board on April 27, 2020, HLP-2014-0001



Audio Transcription - Hearing - 11/13/19
In re: Dakota Access, LLC

(763) 591-0535 | info@depointernational.com Page 254
Depo International, Inc.

 1    A.  That's correct.

 2    Q.  And do you have an opinion on what average

 3 mainline-valve spacing is for a pipeline like Dakota

 4 Access?

 5    A.  Liquid pipelines are -- you're talking liquid.

 6    Q.  Yeah.

 7    A.  I have no opinion -- might in fact -- I've gone

 8 on record trying to help PHMSA, because they were

 9 ordered by Congress to write some sort of regulation

10 regarding a placement and actuation of valves, and it's

11 pipeline specific than fairness.  That's the science.

12 Depends on the elevation profile, the hydraulic profile.

13    Q.  Sure.  For purposes -- and we've talked a lot

14 about various discharge calculations today -- for

15 purposes of minimizing the drain-down, a relatively

16 short segment between valves is beneficial.  Would you

17 agree with that?

18    A.  I'm not trying to be cute here.  As an engineer,

19 it depends on the elevation profile.  A short may be

20 good and it may not be.

21    Q.  And you've talked some in your work about in-line

22 inspection and integrity reassessments, and I believe

Filed with the Iowa Utilities Board on April 27, 2020, HLP-2014-0001



Audio Transcription - Hearing - 11/13/19
In re: Dakota Access, LLC

(763) 591-0535 | info@depointernational.com Page 255
Depo International, Inc.

 1 you said that doing those ahead of schedule is a

 2 beneficial thing.

 3    A.  Yes, it is if you do them right.

 4    Q.  And so if I told you that one hundred percent of

 5 the 30-inch mainline in North Dakota will have undergone

 6 its initial integrity reassessment prior to the

 7 implementation of the optimization, that would be a

 8 positive for safety in minimizing effects.

 9    A.  Yeah.  To be fair to all the parties I'd ask for

10 certain details, but I'd say that that is a good sign.

11 And the devil would be in the detail because just

12 running a smart pig doesn't necessarily make it smart.

13    Q.  Sure.

14    A.  And you can have a smart pig, dumb people; dumb

15 pig, smart people.  Outcome's still the same.  So you

16 got to -- how you use the tool and whether it applies to

17 what you need it for.

18    Q.  I believe you said that the willingness to do

19 that at least sends a message in the right direction.

20    A.  That's a positive sign, Sir.

21    Q.  Okay.  And you would agree that all the things

22 we've talked about are above and beyond what is
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 1 minimally required by Federal Regulations.

 2    A.  Yes, I agree with that.

 3    Q.  And we agree that because a certain amount of

 4 pipeline incidents are caused by third-party strike

 5 damage; augers, bass and buckets, that depth of cover in

 6 excess of minimum requirements is also a positive thing.

 7    A.  Yes, it is, Sir.

 8    Q.  And are you aware that both Dakota Access is

 9 spacing from other things like drain tile and its depth

10 of cover exceed the Minimum Federal Requirements.

11    A.  I believe they do.  Don't know the exact number

12 in every location, but I believe they do.

13    Q.  So we can agree that Dakota Access Pipeline is

14 manufactured in excess of the minimum required Federal

15 standards.

16    A.  I would think that would be a fair

17 characterization.

18    Q.  And that is true even at the increased transport

19 capacity post optimization.

20    A.  It should be.

21    Q.  Okay.  Let me to turn to line --

22    A.  Let me characterize.  It should be but it depends
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 1        I, Alexandria Martin Kaan, do hereby certify that

 2 the within-named proceedings were recorded

 3 stenographically by me and this transcript is a true

 4 record of the proceedings.

 5

 6       I further certify that I am not Counsel to any of

 7 the parties, nor an employee of Counsel, nor related to

 8 any of the parties, nor in any way interested in the

 9 outcome of this action.
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