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  STATE OF IOWA 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BEFORE THE IOWA UTILITIES BOARD 
 

 
IN RE: 
 
INTERSTATE POWER AND LIGHT 
COMPANY 
 

 
 
 
        DOCKET NO. EEP-2018-0003 

 
OBJECTION 

 The Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA), a division of the Iowa Department of Justice, 

submits the following Objection to the Advance Update of Energy Efficiency Plan Program filed 

by Interstate Power and Light Company (IPL) on July 10, 2019.   

 1. On July 9, 2018, IPL filed its application for approval of its 2019-2023 proposed 

energy efficiency plan (Plan).  Several parties intervened in the proceeding in addition to OCA.  

The Iowa Utilities Board (Board) docketed the application as a contested case proceeding and 

established a procedural schedule on August 8, 2018.  The Board issued a Final Order in the 

proceeding on March 26, 2019, approving IPL’s proposed plan and requiring IPL to file an 

update of program features in subsequent plan years that describes program changes not 

requiring a plan modification. 

 2. On July 10, 2019, IPL filed an Advance Update of Energy Efficiency Plan 

Program Features that identifies several unilateral changes IPL made to its approved 2019-2023 

Plan.  These changes limit the amount of incentives for which a nonresidential customer may be 

eligible as well as limit the amount of incentive funding available per project.  These limits are 

adverse to IPL’s nonresidential customers. 

Filed with the Iowa Utilities Board on July 26, 2019, EEP-2018-0003



2 
 

 3. These changes substantially alter the Plan that the Board approved only three 

months earlier in a contested case proceeding.  The Board’s Order contemplated that some Plan 

changes may be necessary in subsequent years as IPL implements its programs.  However, 

substantive Plan changes made unilaterally by IPL that limit nonresidential customers’ access to 

approved energy efficiency programs require that the Board, OCA, and all other interested and 

affected parties have the opportunity to investigate and comment on the changes.  

 4. Simply filing an “Update” with the Board identifying changes that have already 

been implemented does not provide sufficient notice to OCA or affected parties. 

 5. IPL states that it “collaborated with the OCA by sharing a draft revision of the 

nonresidential program guidelines in advance of this update.”  (Update, p. 1).  Providing OCA 

with a list of substantive changes does not rise to the level of a “collaboration.”  IPL should be 

required to engage in a true collaboration with OCA and all other affected parties before 

implementing substantial changes to its recently approved Plan. 

 6. Board rule 199 IAC 35.6(4)(a) allows for the Board to consider a modification of 

IPL’s Plan on its own motion.  IPL has substantially altered the Custom Solutions, Commercial 

New Construction, Small Business Energy Solutions, Nonresidential Prescriptive Rebates, 

Agriculture Solutions, and Agriculture Prescriptive Rebates programs that were approved by the 

Board on March 28, 2019, without providing notice to affected parties and without allowing for 

opportunity for investigation.  OCA requests that the Board initiate a modification proceeding on 

its own motion as allowed by Board rule to allow for these changes to be investigated in the 

context of a contested case. 
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 WHEREFORE, OCA objects to IPL’s Advance Update of Energy Efficiency Plan 

Program Features and respectfully requests that the Board reject the changes identified in the 

Update and initiate a modification proceeding to investigate IPL’s Plan changes as allowed by 

199 IAC 35.6(4)(a) or, in the alternative, require IPL to engage in meaningful collaboration with 

OCA and all other affected customers before implementing Plan changes, and any other 

appropriate relief. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
       Mark R. Schuling 
       Consumer Advocate 
 
 

/s/ Jennifer L. Johnson                                  
       Jennifer L. Johnson 
       Attorney 
 
       1375 East Court Avenue 
       Des Moines, Iowa  50319-0063 
       Telephone:  (515) 725-7200 
       E-mail:  IowaOCA@oca.iowa.gov  
 
       OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE 
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