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OBJECTION 

 On July 9, 2018, Interstate Power and Light Company (IPL) filed its application for 

approval of its 2019-2023 proposed energy efficiency plan.  The Utilities Board (Board) 

docketed the application as a contested case proceeding and established a procedural schedule on 

August 8, 2018.  The Board issued a Final Order in the proceeding on March 26, 2019, 

approving IPL’s proposed plan and requiring IPL to file amended plan budgets reallocating or 

removing, as appropriate, the budgeted amount allocated for the Iowa Energy Center and Center 

for Global and Regional Environmental Research assessments. 

 On April 26, 2019, IPL filed its amended plan budgets reallocating the $300,000 natural 

gas budget assessment for the years 2019, 2020, and 2021 to the Low-Income Weatherization 

“Incentive” budget to reflect the availability of funding for supplemental weatherization projects 

until the Legislative Assessment funding requirement expires on July 1, 2022.  After review and 

investigation, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA), a division of the Iowa Department of 

Justice, objects to IPL’s budget reallocations as filed on April 26, 2019. 

 IPL maintains that its overall natural gas plan budget exceeds 1.5% of natural gas annual 

Iowa retail rate revenue when including Iowa Energy Center funding for 2019, 2020, and 2021 

and as a result, IPL reduced the “Installation Costs” within the Low-Income Weatherization 
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program budget for those years.  IPL’s scenario also effectively reduces the amount IPL provides 

to Community Action Agencies for that year.   

Prior to reallocating the Legislative Assessment funding, IPL planned to spend less than 

1.5 percent of its annual gas revenues.  IPL’s revised budget reduces spending on an annual basis 

to ensure that no individual year sees spending exceeding 1.5 percent of annual revenues for that 

particular year.  However, the statute reads that the five-year plan cannot exceed 1.5 percent of 

annual rate revenues for natural gas.  IPL is not exceeding 1.5 percent even when accounting for 

the $300,000 Legislative Assessment funding for 2019-2021.  Therefore, it is unnecessary for 

IPL to reduce the Low-Income Weatherization spending as proposed; IPL can reallocate all 

$300,000 assessment funding for supplemental weatherization and still be well under the 1.5 

percent threshold for the five years of the plan. 

Accordingly, OCA objects to IPL’s revised energy efficiency plan budgets as filed on 

April 26, 2019, and asks that the budgets be resubmitted without the reductions to Low-Income 

Weatherization spending.  OCA requests that the Board set this matter for hearing and establish 

an appropriate procedural schedule. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

       Mark R. Schuling 

       Consumer Advocate 

 

 

/s/ Jennifer L. Johnson                                  

       Jennifer L. Johnson 

       Attorney 

 

       1375 East Court Avenue 

       Des Moines, Iowa  50319-0063 

       Telephone:  (515) 725-7200 

       E-mail:  IowaOCA@oca.iowa.gov  
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