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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
 

 Interstate Power and Light Company (IPL) provides the following 

comments to the Iowa Utilities Board (Board) proposed rule changes to 199 IAC 

45 pursuant to the Board’s October 9, 2015 Order Soliciting Additional 

Comments on (October 9th Order).  

1. HOUSE FILE 548 

IPL supports adding the definitions for “disconnection device” and “electric 

meter” to 199 IAC chapters 15 and 45. IPL suggests further clarification to the 

term “other disconnection device” within the definition of “disconnection device” 

and suggests the following addition as underlined: 

“Disconnection device” means a lockable visual disconnect or other 
disconnection device, such as, but not limited to, a service 
disconnect, gang operated main disconnect, or breaker capable of 
disconnecting and de-energizing the residual voltage in a 
distributed generation facility.1  
 

 

 
                                                 
1 IEEE standard 1547 has existing standards addressing DG issues and is currently reviewing for 
possible rule modifications which would materially change the applicable standards. These rule 
changes could be incorporated into the discussion to broaden the disconnection device definition 
to include an IEEE 1547 compliant invertor that cannot operate when the utility source is without 
power. 
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IPL suggests the following clarification for 45.3(2) Interconnection facilities 

“subset a” as underlined:  

A distributed generation facility placed in service after July 1, 2015 
is required to install a disconnection device. The device shall be 
installed, owned, and maintained by the owner of the distributed 
generation facility and shall be easily visible and adjacent to an 
interconnection customer’s electric meter. Disconnect devices are 
considered easily visible and adjacent: 1) for a home or business: 
up to ten feet away from the meter and within line of sight of the 
meter, at a height of 30 inches to 72 inches above final grade; or 2) 
for large areas with multiple electrified buildings, such as farms and 
industrial sites: up to 30 feet away from meter and within the line of 
sight of the meter, and at a height of 30 inches to 72 inches above 
final grade.  For installations placed in service prior to July 1, 2015, 
the customer shall be required to provide and attach a permanent 
placard at the electric meter that clearly identifies the presence and 
location of disconnection devices for the distributed generation 
facilities on the property. If no disconnection device is present, the 
placard shall state, “no disconnection device.” An acceptable 
permanent placard shall be self-sticking brass or rigid plastic.2  
 
For an interconnection customer with distributed generation 
systems installed prior to July 1, 2015 who adds additional 
generation capacity to its existing system, a disconnect is not 
required adjacent to the meter. If an interconnection customer with 
distributed generation systems installed prior to July 1, 2015 
upgrades or changes its electric service, the new or modified 
electric service must meet all current utility electric service rule 
requirements. 
 

IPL further suggests an addition to 45.3(2) “subset e”:  

If the interconnection customer fails to comply with items a. - d., as 
applicable, the utility shall notify the interconnection customer in 
writing to take corrective action.  The interconnection customer 
shall have 30 days from notice of necessary corrective action by 
the utility to acknowledge and complete the corrective action. If the 
interconnection customer does not complete corrections, service 
may be disconnected. In the event of a placard violation, utility has 
the option to apply a new label that may result in a service fee to 
customer. If the interconnection customer is notified of corrective 
action from the utility, the distributed generation facility shall not 
operate until the corrective action has been resolved.  The utility 

                                                 
2 See Appendix A for examples of a permanent placard. 
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shall not be responsible for lost revenue, safety, or operational 
issues resulting from premature energization. The utility shall also 
be held harmless for any injury or damage which may occur as a 
result of an interconnection customer’s violation of this subsection. 
 
IPL is concerned with the implication that the electric utility should enforce 

the customer side of the meter and installation, or that the utility must enforce 

customer compliance with this subsection. The utility historically has not been 

responsible for the customer side of the meter, nor should the utility be required 

to enforce penalties or mandate corrections normally enforceable by the NEC 

Code inspector.  

IPL supports the remaining revisions in regards to adaptation of HF548 as 

outlined by Board Staff in the August 5, 2015 Memo. 

2. INCLUSION OF DEFINITION OF ENERGY STORAGE 

IPL suggests adding the term “energy storage” to Chapter 45, partially 

because it is a new and emerging technology in this space but also, and more 

importantly, to ensure a safe and orderly interconnection.   

3. INTERCONNECTION FEES 

The current fees are not adequate to cover the utility costs for these 

applications. IPL continues to support an increase in interconnection fees for 

Levels 1 and 2. However, IPL now suggests a fee of $250 for Level 1 and a fee 

of $250 + $1 per kVA for Level 2. These proposed interconnection fees are 

supported in the attached Appendix B, which shows the detailed costs incurred 

by IPL in the Level 1 and Level 2 interconnection process. 
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IPL has made efforts to make the interconnection process as efficient as 

possible. Since July 21, 2010,3 IPL has completed several Lean Six Sigma 

projects to identify opportunities to improve upon its process. IPL has processed 

nearly 2,000 applications to date, and believes its process is lean and efficient. 

Due to the level of activity for interconnection applications IPL has processed, 

IPL finds it necessary to move to an online interactive application system. IPL 

recently participated in demonstrations from vendors providing software-based 

online application systems, which IPL believes can improve the administrative 

portion of the process. If implemented, the software could be active by the end of 

the 1st quarter 2016. The new interconnection fees suggested above consider the 

reduced administrative time based on the implementation of this new software, 

and also reflect the cost of using the software. IPL understands this is not the 

standard scenario for all utilities in the State. At a minimum, however, the current 

interconnection fees do not cover the costs incurred by utilities in relation to the 

interconnection application. IPL suggests increasing the interconnection fees to 

the levels listed by IPL above.  

4. PRE-APPLICATION AND OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEW 

IPL supports the addition of the FERC SGIP language to 199 IAC Chapter 

45 as set forth in the Joint Comments by The Environmental Law & Policy Center 

(ELPC), Iowa Environmental Council (IEC), Interstate Renewable Energy 

Council, Inc. (IREC) MidAmerican Energy Company (MidAmerican), and IPL. 

  

                                                 
3 Chapter 45 was enacted. 
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5. REMOVING THE NO CONSTRUCTION SCREEN 

IPL supports the recommendation by Board Staff in its August 5, 2015 

Memo to make no changes to the construction screen provision.  

6. CONFIDENTIALITY OF CUSTOMER LOAD INFORMATION 

 IPL remains concerned about protection of non-participating DG customer 

load information. Many higher-lever applications require the utility and the 

interconnection applicant to share distribution system load information.  While 

IPL believes the confidentiality provisions identified in the Board’s October 9th 

Order sufficiently cover the sharing of information between utilities and 

applicants, some load information has the potential to identify the usage 

information of particular customers on a distribution system. Because utilities 

have an obligation to maintain confidentiality of customer information, utilities are 

under a separate obligation to obtain appropriate waivers from non-participating-

DG customers before the utility may share the non-participating DG customer 

information with interconnection applicants. There is no clear solution to this 

process, but the Board should be aware that as DG interconnectivity continues to 

grow in Iowa, non-participating DG customer privacy concern will grow 

concurrently.  

7. MAINTAINING CUSTOMER REVIEW ORDER 

IPL agrees that it is reasonable to allow a Level 1 interconnection 

customer to retain its review order if the applicant decides to submit an 

interconnection request under Levels 2-4 procedures within 15 business days, 

but notes that the Level 1 expedited review procedures do not currently require 
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establishment of a review order number. The Level 1 addition should be similar 

to the current Level 2 procedure 199.45.9 c., which states: “after an 

interconnection request is deemed complete, the utility shall assign a review 

order position based upon the date that the interconnection requests is 

determined to be complete. The utility shall then inform the Application of its 

review order position.” 

WHEREFORE, Interstate Power and Light Company requests that the 

Iowa Utilities Board accept IPL’s additional comments on the as requested in the 

Board’s October 9, 2015, Order.   

Dated this 6th day of November, 2015. 

      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 Interstate Power and Light Company  
 
 By: /s/ Benjamin M. Clark     

Benjamin M. Clark 
Attorney – Regulatory 
Alliant Energy Corporate Services, Inc.  
200 First Street SE, P.O. Box 351   
Cedar Rapids, IA  52406-0351   
319.786.4686 
benjaminclark@alliantenergy.com 
     

mailto:benjaminclark@alliantenergy.com


 
 
This is an example (taking out of the Alliant Energy Electric Service Rules manual) of a permanent placard.  
This example is rigid plastic with engraved lettering.  
 

 
Below are real examples of improper labeling IPL has encountered in the field. 
 
Figure 1 shows a rigid plastic label, however, the letters are stickers applied to the plastic and the label is taped 
on to the meter and disconnect; neither the letters and tape would be considered permanent.  
 

 
Figure 1 
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Figure 2 shows stickers being used and a taped on paper map showing the location of the disconnected (which 
depicts the incorrect location of the disconnect). Stickers fade and are not considered permanent.  

 
Figure 2 

 
Figure 3 shows the use of stickers with handwritten additons, neither would be considered permanent.  

 
Figure 3 
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Activity Hours Cost ($) Activity Hours Cost ($)
Application Review 0.3 13.8 Application Review 0.3 13.8 *Online application fee price ranges from $27.50 - $91.67 per application. 
Screening Review per IAC 45 0.4 18.4 Screening Review per IAC 45 0.4 18.4   Ultimately determined by number of applications received per year
Communication w/Customer 0.2 9.2 Communication w/Customer 0.2 9.2
Meter Request 0.4 18.4 Communication w/Administrator 0.2 9.2
Communication w/Administrator 0.2 9.2 Facility Study 0.3 13.8
Communication w/Meter Tech 0.4 18.4 Managing Facility Improvements 0.8 36.8
Witness Test/Meter Tech Trip 2.7 124.2 Meter Request 0.4 18.4
Subtotal 4.6 $211.60 Interconnection Attachments 0.3 13.8

Communication w/Meter Tech 0.4 18.4
Witness Test/Meter Tech Trip 2.8 128.8
Subtotal 6.1 $280.60

Activity Hours Cost ($) Activity Hours Cost ($)
Initial Processing 0.1 1.9 Initial Processing 0.1 1.9
Passes Application Screens 0.1 1.9 Passes Application Screens 0.1 1.9
Process Certificate of Insurance 0.1 1.9 Review and Route Interconnection Agreement 0.1 1.9
Permission to Operate 0.1 1.9 Process Executed Agreement 0.1 1.9
Special Billing 0.2 4.8 Process Certificate of Insurance 0.1 1.9
Subtotal 0.6 $12.40 Permission to Operate 0.1 1.9

Special Billing 0.2 4.8
Totals Subtotal 0.8 $16.20
Minimum cost per app for online system* $27.50
DE Time Subtotal $211.60 Totals
Admin Subtotal $12.40 Minimum cost per app for online system* $27.50
Total estimated incurred cost $251.50 DE Time Subtotal $280.60

Admin Subtotal $16.20
Total estimated incurred cost $324.30

Based on 211 
applications    
≤ 20 kVA

Level 1 Application Fee $50.00 $10,550.00 Level 2 Application Fee (current) for 72 projects $12,034.17
Level 1 Application Fee based on estimated incurred cost $251.50 $53,066.50 Level 2 Application Fee based on estimated incurred cost 324.30$            for 72 projects $23,349.60
Level 1 proposed App Fee ≤ 20 kVA $250.00 $52,750.00 Level 2 proposed App > 20 kVA - Level 4 (proposed) for 72 projects $22,834.17

Proposed Fee Current Fee Rated KW Proposed Fee Current Fee
0.88 50.00$          250.00$            60 $310.00 160.00$        Statistics based on proposed fees
1.1 50.00$          250.00$            60 $310.00 160.00$        
1.1 50.00$          250.00$            140 $390.00 240.00$        Mean $317.14
1.1 50.00$          250.00$            34.2 $284.20 134.20$        Median 295
1.25 50.00$          250.00$            136 $386.00 236.00$        Mode 280
1.25 50.00$          250.00$            30 $280.00 130.00$        Mode 280
1.5 50.00$          250.00$            60.2 $310.20 160.20$        Range 368.2
1.5 50.00$          250.00$            24.6 $274.60 124.60$        Minimum 271.8
2.2 50.00$          250.00$            116 $366.00 216.00$        Maximum 640
2.5 50.00$          250.00$            48 $298.00 148.00$        Sum $22,834.17
2.5 50.00$          250.00$            140 $390.00 240.00$        Count 72
2.5 50.00$          250.00$            23 $273.00 123.00$        
3 50.00$          250.00$            45 $295.00 145.00$        
3 50.00$          250.00$            91.2 $341.20 191.20$        
3 50.00$          250.00$            39.38 $289.38 139.38$        
3 50.00$          250.00$            30 $280.00 130.00$        
3 50.00$          250.00$            60 $310.00 160.00$        
3.08 50.00$          250.00$            30 $280.00 130.00$        
3.15 50.00$          250.00$            50 $300.00 150.00$        
3.25 50.00$          250.00$            50.16 $300.16 150.16$        
3.25 50.00$          250.00$            38.72 $288.72 138.72$        

Table 3: Level 1 Standard DG Application
Average Administrative (Admin) Time and Costs

Table 4: Level 2 Standard DG Application
Average Administrative (Admin) Time and Costs

Table 2: Level 2 Standard DG Application
Average Distribution Engineering (DE) Time and CostsTable 1: Level 1 Standard DG Application

Average Distribution Engineering  (DE) Time and Costs

App fee based on all (over 20 kVA) Level 2 applications received in 2015 (YTD)
$250 + $1/kVA

Expected change due to IPL's interactive online application system

$100 + $1/kVA

App fees based on 211 applications ≤ 20 kVA
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3.5 50.00$          250.00$            28 $278.00 128.00$        
3.5 50.00$          250.00$            34.2 $284.20 134.20$        
3.5 50.00$          250.00$            200 $450.00 300.00$        
3.52 50.00$          250.00$            36 $286.00 136.00$        
3.52 50.00$          250.00$            45 $295.00 145.00$        
3.52 50.00$          250.00$            74.4 $324.40 174.40$        
3.58 50.00$          250.00$            21.8 $271.80 121.80$        
3.6 50.00$          250.00$            24 $274.00 124.00$        
3.74 50.00$          250.00$            45.6 $295.60 145.60$        
3.8 50.00$          250.00$            60 $310.00 160.00$        
3.8 50.00$          250.00$            24 $274.00 124.00$        
3.8 50.00$          250.00$            100 $350.00 200.00$        
3.8 50.00$          250.00$            55.6 $305.60 155.60$        
3.8 50.00$          250.00$            30 $280.00 130.00$        
3.8 50.00$          250.00$            34.2 $284.20 134.20$        
3.96 50.00$          250.00$            78 $328.00 178.00$        
4 50.00$          250.00$            22.8 $272.80 122.80$        
4.8 50.00$          250.00$            40.32 $290.32 140.32$        
5 50.00$          250.00$            22 $272.00 122.00$        
5 50.00$          250.00$            30 $280.00 130.00$        
5 50.00$          250.00$            36 $286.00 136.00$        
5 50.00$          250.00$            24 $274.00 124.00$        
5 50.00$          250.00$            78.25 $328.25 178.25$        
5 50.00$          250.00$            30 $280.00 130.00$        
5 50.00$          250.00$            57 $307.00 157.00$        
5 50.00$          250.00$            64.2 $314.20 164.20$        
5.46 50.00$          250.00$            37.5 $287.50 137.50$        
5.46 50.00$          250.00$            30 $280.00 130.00$        
5.5 50.00$          250.00$            54 $304.00 154.00$        
5.5 50.00$          250.00$            66 $316.00 166.00$        
5.5 50.00$          250.00$            40 $290.00 140.00$        
5.5 50.00$          250.00$            96 $346.00 196.00$        
5.58 50.00$          250.00$            48 $298.00 148.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            81 $331.00 181.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            27 $277.00 127.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            30 $280.00 130.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            353 $603.00 453.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            30 $280.00 130.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            58 $308.00 158.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            27 $277.00 127.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            30 $280.00 130.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            58 $308.00 158.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            67.4 $317.40 167.40$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            23.04 $273.04 123.04$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            390 $640.00 490.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            390 $640.00 490.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            34 $284.00 134.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            26.4 $276.40 126.40$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            40 $290.00 140.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            60 $310.00 160.00$        
6 50.00$          250.00$            136 $386.00 236.00$        
6.16 50.00$          250.00$            
6.16 50.00$          250.00$            
6.25 50.00$          250.00$            
6.5 50.00$          250.00$            
6.6 50.00$          250.00$            
6.6 50.00$          250.00$            
6.7 50.00$          250.00$            
7 50.00$          250.00$            
7 50.00$          250.00$            
7 50.00$          250.00$            
7 50.00$          250.00$            
7.04 50.00$          250.00$            
7.2 50.00$          250.00$            
7.28 50.00$          250.00$            
7.5 50.00$          250.00$            
7.5 50.00$          250.00$            
7.5 50.00$          250.00$            
7.5 50.00$          250.00$            
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7.5 50.00$          250.00$            
7.56 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.6 50.00$          250.00$            
7.68 50.00$          250.00$            
7.7 50.00$          250.00$            
8 50.00$          250.00$            
8.4 50.00$          250.00$            
8.8 50.00$          250.00$            
8.8 50.00$          250.00$            
9 50.00$          250.00$            
9 50.00$          250.00$            
9 50.00$          250.00$            
9 50.00$          250.00$            
9.5 50.00$          250.00$            
9.8 50.00$          250.00$            
9.86 50.00$          250.00$            
9.9 50.00$          250.00$            
9.98 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10 50.00$          250.00$            
10.15 50.00$          250.00$            
10.15 50.00$          250.00$            
10.2 50.00$          250.00$            
10.36 50.00$          250.00$            
10.56 50.00$          250.00$            
10.56 50.00$          250.00$            
10.8 50.00$          250.00$            
11 50.00$          250.00$            
11 50.00$          250.00$            
11.4 50.00$          250.00$            
11.4 50.00$          250.00$            
11.4 50.00$          250.00$            
12 50.00$          250.00$            
12 50.00$          250.00$            
12 50.00$          250.00$            
12 50.00$          250.00$            
12 50.00$          250.00$            
12 50.00$          250.00$            
12 50.00$          250.00$            
12 50.00$          250.00$            
12 50.00$          250.00$            
12 50.00$          250.00$            
12 50.00$          250.00$            
12.25 50.00$          250.00$            
12.96 50.00$          250.00$            
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13.2 50.00$          250.00$            
13.2 50.00$          250.00$            
13.2 50.00$          250.00$            
13.2 50.00$          250.00$            
13.6 50.00$          250.00$            
13.75 50.00$          250.00$            
14 50.00$          250.00$            
14.4 50.00$          250.00$            
15 50.00$          250.00$            
15 50.00$          250.00$            
15 50.00$          250.00$            
15 50.00$          250.00$            
15.2 50.00$          250.00$            
15.2 50.00$          250.00$            
15.2 50.00$          250.00$            
15.2 50.00$          250.00$            
15.25 50.00$          250.00$            
15.4 50.00$          250.00$            
15.5 50.00$          250.00$            
15.84 50.00$          250.00$            
16 50.00$          250.00$            
16.4 50.00$          250.00$            
16.4 50.00$          250.00$            
16.7 50.00$          250.00$            
17.6 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18 50.00$          250.00$            
18.48 50.00$          250.00$            
18.48 50.00$          250.00$            
19 50.00$          250.00$            
19 50.00$          250.00$            
20 50.00$          250.00$            
20 50.00$          250.00$            
20 50.00$          250.00$            
20 50.00$          250.00$            
20 50.00$          250.00$            
20 50.00$          250.00$            
20 50.00$          250.00$            
20 50.00$          250.00$            
20 50.00$          250.00$            

10,550.00$  52,750.00$      
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