
 

STATE OF IOWA 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

IOWA UTILITIES BOARD 

IN RE: 
 
 
SPRINT COMMUNICATIONS  
COMPANY L.P. 

 DOCKET NO. SPU-2015-_____ 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
DISCONTINUE CONSUMER 
LONG DISTANCE SERVICE 
 

 
 Sprint Communications Company L.P. (“Sprint”), pursuant to 199 Iowa Administrative 

Code 22.16, provides this Notice of Intent to Discontinue Service.  Specifically, as further 

explained below, Sprint intends to discontinue all Sprint wireline consumer long-distance 

services in Iowa (and nationally) effective September 19, 2015.  These services include: 1+ long 

distance; FŌNCARD; Directory Assistance; and Operator Service (collectively the “Sprint 

Services”).  The discontinuance would not apply to wireline business long-distance services.   

BACKGROUND 

 In 2014, based on changing market conditions, Sprint sought authority from the Federal 

Communications Commission (“FCC”) to grandfather certain consumer and business services, 

that is, to continue to provide the services to existing customers but to discontinue acceptance of 

new customers for those services.  Sprint received authority to cease offering the grandfathered 

services to new customers effective January 5, 2015.  See Comments Invited on Application of 

Sprint Communications Company L.P. to Discontinue Domestic Telecommunications Services, 

Public Notice, 29 FCC Rcd 14711 (2014).  Contemporaneous with this Iowa filing, Sprint is 

filing with the FCC an Application under 47 U.S.C. § 214(a) and 47 C.F.R. § 63.71 to 
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discontinue the provision of the Sprint Services effective September 19, 2015. Notice is being 

provided to all affected customers.  A copy of that notice is attached as Attachment A.  

REQUIREMENTS OF BOARD RULE 22.16(2) 

1. The name and address of the utility involved. 

 Sprint Communications Company L.P. 
 6200 Sprint Parkway 
 Overland Park, Kansas  66251  
 
2. The name, title and address of the person to whom correspondence concerning the 

notice should be directed. 
 

Diane C. Browning   
Counsel, State Regulatory Affairs  
Sprint Corporation 
6450 Sprint Parkway, Mailstop KSOPHN0314-3A459   
Overland Park, KS  66251   
 
 And  
 
Bret A. Dublinske 
Fredrikson & Byron P.A.  
505 East Grand Avenue, Suite 200  
Des Moines, Iowa 503091 
 

3. A description of the nature and reason for the proposed discontinuance.  

Sprint is discontinuing the Sprint Services due to changing market conditions for those 

services.  In Iowa, Sprint is further discontinuing the Sprint Services because it will no longer 

have FCC authority to provide them.   

4. Identification of the exchange or part of the exchange involved and the date on which 
the utility desires to discontinue service.  

 
 As an interexchange carrier for purposes of Board Rule 22.16, the Sprint Services are not 

offered on an exchange by exchange basis.  Sprint seeks to discontinue the Sprint Services 

                                                           
1  Please note: this is a new address which will be effective on June 29, 2015.  
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statewide on September 19, 2015, or as soon thereafter as regulatory approvals to do so are 

obtained.  

5. A description of the area affected and an assessment of the impact on present and 
future public convenience and necessity of such discontinuance, including the name 
and address of any other utility currently or potentially providing the same or substitute 
service to the area. 

 
 The area affected would be the entire state of Iowa.  There will be no negative impact on 

the public convenience and necessity as customers can readily obtain alternative services from 

other wireline interexchange services, and may purchases substitute services and features from 

wireless carriers (including Sprint) or a host of other providers including interconnected Voice 

over Internet Protocol providers.  The public interest is also protected in that Sprint is providing 

all customers notice and ample time to obtain alternative services.  

6. A description of the service proposed to be discontinued, of the existing service 
available to the exchange or part of exchange involved, and of the service of the 
applying utility or others which would remain in the event approval is granted. 

 
 The service to be discontinued is wireline consumer long-distance service and associated 

features and associated consumer pricing plans.  Specifically, this includes wireline, consumer 

1+ long distance, FŌNCARD, Directory Assistance, and Operator Service.  (This also includes 

outbound international services that are wholly within the jurisdiction of the FCC.)   Any Sprint 

wireless services would not be affected.  Sprint wireline business long-distance services are not 

being discontinued at this time.  The services remaining and available from other carriers are 

addressed in response to paragraph 5, above.  

CONCLUSION 

 Sprint, in coordination with its corresponding request to the FCC, respectfully requests 

that the Board approve Sprint’s discontinuance or allow it to go into effect by operation of law.   
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 Respectfully submitted this 19th day of June, 2015.  

 

   
 By: /s/ Bret A. Dublinske 
  Bret A. Dublinske 

FREDRIKSON & BYRON, P.A. 
505 East Grand Avenue, Suite 200 
Des Moines, IA  50309 
Telephone:  515.242.8904 
Facsimile:  515.242.8950 
E-mail: bdublinske@fredlaw.com  
 
ATTORNEYS SPRINT COMMUNICATIONS 
COMPANY L.P. 

 


