
THOMAS J. MILLER 
 

 

 
 
 
 
       January 25, 2017 
 
 
 
Executive Secretary 
Iowa Utilities Board 
1375 Court Avenue 
Des Moines, IA  50319-0069 
 
RE: Docket Nos. NOI-2014-0001; TF-2016-0321; TF-2016-0323; RMU-2016-0003 
 
Dear Executive Secretary: 
 
 Please accept for filing in the above-referenced dockets, comments of Mr. Gregg Bacon.  
At Mr. Bacon’s request, I am assisting with the filing of these comments on Mr. Bacon’s behalf. 
 
 If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       /s/ Jennifer C. Easler                                     
       Jennifer C. Easler 
       Attorney 
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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1375 EAST COURT AVENUE 
DES MOINES, IA 50319-0063 

P: 515-725-7200    F: 515-725-7221 
www.IowaOCA@oca.iowa.gov 

MARK R. SCHULING 
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---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: "Tormey, Donald [IUB]" <Don.Tormey@iub.iowa.gov> 
To: Gregg Bacon <bacons@cltel.net> 
Cc:  
Date: Wed, 30 Nov 2016 08:49:50 -0600 
Subject: RE: Your call today and request for Alliant tariff information in NOI-2014-0001-Distributed Generation 
Mr. Bacon, 
  
Thank you for your follow up email comments.  I would note that the utilities pilot tariffs are in 
response to the Board’s July 19, 2016 order and the provisions that the Board laid out in that 
order (i.e. the January 1 cash out date and the 50% allocation of the cash-out funds to the low-
income programs). 
  
You can review the comments that were filed in the TF dockets, which Board staff is currently 
reviewing before providing a recommendation to the Board.  The Board has not issued a final 
decision at this time. 
  
Thanks again. 
  
Don Tormey | Director of Communications 
1375 E. Court Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa  50319-0069 
Don.tormey@iub.iowa.gov 
Phone: 515.725.7347 
Website: https://iub.iowa.gov 
Follow the Board on Twitter 
https://twitter.com/iub_now 
  
-----Original Message----- 
From: Gregg Bacon [mailto:bacons@cltel.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 7:29 AM 
To: Tormey, Donald [IUB] 
Subject: Re: Your call today and request for Alliant tariff information in NOI-2014-0001-Distributed Generation 
  
Don, 
  
Thank you for forwarding The Electric Tariff being suggested by Interstate Power. 
  
Upon Briefly reviewing the Document, several items are in question as to "the benefit" to renewable energy. 
  
However one  paragraph stands out, the Paragraph labeled "Annual Cash Out" 
  
Let me explain, as I understand , it states that at the end of the fiscal Year, not the Production Year, credits of 
kwhrs, will be cashed 
  
  out manditorily by the Utility, fifty percent paid to the producer at 2 cents approx, and fifty percent given to the 
poor fund ! 
  
Electricity production is similiar to our Crop production here in Iowa. 
  
Imagine if the USDA told our Crop producers that at the end of the fiscal year, any production that was still in the 
USDA Crop Storage 
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  Program,  would be emptied and distributed, and that the Producer would receive fifty percent of the Proceed( 
not at market price), 
  
and the other fifty percent given to the poor fund? 
  
   And in the Utilitys scenario, who receives the tax benefit for such a donation ? 
  
Another point, fiscal year versus Production year, while in most cases in Ag Production, fiscal year and Production 
year coincide, 
  
  However in Solar, the  Production year is generally  March thru February, aligning with the Soltice of the 
Sun.  Verfied by  NREL, 
  
Natiional Renewable Energy Labratory in Boulder,Colorado.  Not utilizing the Production Year goes against the 
grain of the Federal Net 
  
Metering act of 1988. 
  
In summary, at the very least, what is apparent is that the utility is not asking for a contribution to the Poor Fund, 
but rather 
  
  "stealing" it from the Producer, and by using the Fiscal Year rather than the Production Year, Stealing a much 
greater amount of 
  
  "Funds" with larger balances of kwhrs in December rather than March.  And the question of this "donation" to the 
Poor Fund, is there 
  
a tax advantage for such a donatiion ? 
  
I am confident that the IUB is well aware of a few of the points I mentioned, however, how can I be certain of the 
awarenes ? 
  
Thank you for your assistance and the time you spent with me on the telelphone. 
  
Regards, 
  
Gregg Bacon 
18 N 3rd St, 
Clear Lake,Iowa 
50428 
515-720-0463 
  
I think that most would agree that the USDA would be stealing by documentation. 
On Tue, 29 Nov 2016 12:21:28 -0600 
  "Tormey, Donald [IUB]" <Don.Tormey@iub.iowa.gov> wrote: 
> Gregg, 
> 
> Thank you for your call today to the Iowa Utilities Board requesting 
>information about the proposed electric tariff filed by Alliant 
>Energy/Interstate Power and Light Company (Alliant/IPL) in Docket No. 
>NOI-2014-0001-Distributed Generation. 
> 
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> Attached is the proposed tariff (TF-2016-0321) filed with the Board by 
>Alliant/IPL and below is information and direct links to documents from 
>the Board's Web site 
>page<https://iub.iowa.gov/distributed-generation-noi> for the 
>distributed generation docket.  The timeframe for the Board to receive 
>comments has ended and Board staff is currently reviewing all the 
>comments and will prepare recommendations for the Board regarding 
>Alliant/IPL's pilot tariff (as well as MidAmerican's).  The Board will 
>then take the necessary time to review this information before issuing 
>any decision (order) on the proposed tariff(s). 
> 
> As noted on our website, the Board is also currently reviewing its 
>Iowa Administrative Code (IAC) rules for Electric Interconnection of 
>Distributed Generation Facilities, found in 199 IAC chapter 
>45<https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/11-23-2016.199.45.pdf>, 
>see attached copy. 
> 
> 
> Board Web Site Information 
> 
> On September 27, 2016, the Board issued an order 
>docketing the new net metering (distributed generation) 
>tariffs filed on August 31, 2016, by Interstate Power & 
>Light Company and MidAmerican Energy in Docket Nos. 
>TF-2016-0321<https://efs.iowa.gov/cs/groups/external/documents/docket/mdax/nja2/~edisp/1606280.pdf> 
>and 
>TF-2016-0323<https://efs.iowa.gov/cs/groups/external/documents/docket/mdax/nja2/~edisp/1606279.pdf>. 
>The Board ordered further review and asked that comments 
>on the proposed tariffs be filed on or before October 21, 
>2016. The utilities may file responses to the comments on 
>or before November 18, 2016. 
> 
> On July 19, 2016, the Iowa Utilities Board issued an 
>order<https://efs.iowa.gov/cs/groups/external/documents/docket/mdax/njaw/~edisp/1600470.pdf> 
>directing Iowa's two largest investor-owned utilities to 
>file the new net metering tariffs to help the Board 
>establish policies to expand renewable energy 
>opportunities in Iowa, while balancing the best interests 
>of customers and the utilities. 
> 
> On July 22, 2016, the Board issued an "order commencing 
>rule 
>making<https://efs.iowa.gov/cs/groups/external/documents/docket/mdax/njaw/~edisp/1600694.pdf>" 
>as part of a comprehensive review of its administrative 
>rules in accordance with Iowa Code § 17A.7(2). The review 
>of the Board's Electric Interconnection of Distributed 
>Generation Facilities rules, 199 IAC chapter 45, has been 
>docketed as Docket No. RMU-2016-0003. The comprehensive 
>review of 199 IAC chapter 45 also incorporates 
>stakeholder input arising out of Docket No. 
>NOI-2014-0001<https://efs.iowa.gov/efs/ShowDocketSummary.do?docketNumber=NOI-2014-0001>, 
>regarding distributed generation, and to incorporate 
>recently adopted Iowa Code § 476.58. Comments filed are 
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>being reviewed by Board staff. 
> 
> Once you have had time to review this information please 
>let me know if you have any questions. 
> 
> I hope this is helpful. 
> 
> [cid:image001.jpg@01D24A3B.1C344840] 
> Don Tormey | Director of Communications 
> 1375 E. Court Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa  50319-0069 
> Don.tormey@iub.iowa.gov<mailto:Don.tormey@iub.iowa.gov> 
> Phone: 515.725.7347 
> Website: https://iub.iowa.gov<https://iub.iowa.gov/> 
>Follow the Board on Twitter 
> https://twitter.com/iub_now 
> 
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On Thu, Dec 1, 2016 at 7:33 AM, Gregg Bacon <bacons@cltel.net> wrote: 
 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Gregg Bacon <bacons@cltel.net> 
To: "Easler, Jennifer [OCA]" <Jennifer.Easler@oca.iowa.gov> 
Cc:  
Date:  
Subject: Re: Your call today and request for Alliant tariff information in NOI-2014-0001-Distributed Generation 
Jennifer, 
 
To further illustrate Iowa consumer potential issues with the IUB, please 
review the following: 
 
(Last names will not be revealed at this time as pending approvals from the 
individuals are yet to be signed and in the file) 
 
Don  from Garner Iowa, recently Purchased a Nissan all Electric LEAF 
Automobile, he is employed in the renewable Energy Sector here in Iowa as a 
technician, Through On line research, his training, The Iowa Energy Center, 
NREL, Alliant Energy and others he determined it was economical for him to 
Purchase an Electric Car, use Solar Panels,etc.  He felt confident from the 
information available to him, the 
Federal Net metering act of 1988, The Iowa Energy Center and his Utility, he 
felt  that net metering would return his full investment back to him.  He is 
not aware that his Iowa Utility Board is tentatively planning to steal a 
portiion of his investment and give it to the poor and/or be paid for his 
productiion, he made his purchases based on current information from his 
Iowa Government. 
 
Al, From Manly,Iowa, a retired Railroad Employee has a limited retirement 
income and chose Solar Electricity, as he said when I can make it for around 
2cents a watt rather than the 18 cents I pay now, why not ? 
 
Walter, from Fort Dodge, chose to install Solar as a gift to his son and 
family, if I can give them something that will save them thousands of 
dollars well into the future versus money which will be gone in a heartbeat, 
it makes me feel good that my hard earned money will really help them into 
the future. 
 
Aldeen, 96 years old, put in solar in 2004, living longer than I expected, I 
am running out of money, saving $200.00 a month makes a big difference to 
me.  I thank my son for that. 
 
Eileen, Educator in Ventura,Ia,  my kids think it's cool that our Solar runs 
our house and re charges my Chevy Volt and I think it's cool that I don't 
have an Energy Bill anymore, I'm able to put away extra Money for 
retirement, and I love the Enviremental Impact. 
 
Mary from Cedar Rapids, After my husband got sick and all the money we spent 
on hospital bills, some months I didn't have enough Money to even buy my 
Grandkids a birthday Card, let alone a gift, my Solar panels has eased my 
burden a lot. 
 
Do you hear what these people are saying ?  Most depended on the information 
their Government supplied them, Federal Government, Iowa Energy Center and 
the Iowa Utilities Board, and now somebody is maybe going to Rob them ? 
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I don't think this is a laughing matter, There are thousands of Iowans with 
simmiliar stories and reasons for theirs decisions for Solar. 
 
I have trusted our Iowa Government for 64 years and I trust in that now, 
Iowans always seem to do the right thing. 
 
Point of Information, I did not receive a response from Don Yesterday nor to 
this date. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Gregg Bacon 
18 N 3rd Street 
Clear Lake,Iowa 
 
CC:  Bob Swanson Firm 
Brenda Biddle IUB 
Don Tormey IUB 
Iowa Govenors Office 
Chuck Grassley 
Amanda Ragan 
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