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STATE OF IOWA 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BEFORE THE IOWA UTILITIES BOARD 

 

 

IN RE: 

 

ROCK ISLAND CLEAN LINE LLC 

: 

:

:

:

: 

: 

: 

 

DOCKET NOS. E-22123, 22124, 22125, 

22126, 22127, 22128, 22129, 22130, 22131, 

22132, 22133, 22134, 22135, 22136, 22137, 

and 22138. 

 

REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION 

CONCERNING SERVICE OF THE 

PETITIONER’S INITIAL FRANCHISE 

PETITIONS 

 

 

Rock Island Clean Line LLC (“Clean Line” or “Company”), by and through undersigned 

counsel, hereby requests the Iowa Utilities Board (“Board”) to provide direction and/or clarification 

regarding the service of Clean Line’s Franchise Petitions and subsequent amendments thereto.   

1. Clean Line intends to file Petitions for the issuance of an  Electric Transmission Line 

Franchise in 16 counties in Iowa.  Although the Petitions have not yet been filed, Docket 

numbers have been assigned for each of the anticipated filings since public informational 

meetings were required to be held in each County.  While the Board rules are clear that 

certain notices, including the Official Notices required or produced pursuant to 199 IAC 

11.5(2), (3), and (4), must be served on certain parties, the rules are far less clear as to 

whether or not the actual Franchise Petition and Exhibits must be served on anyone, 

including but not limited to all of the individuals who have filed objections or letters of 

support.  Those who are participating in the electronic filing system will automatically 

receive notice of the filing upon acceptance of the same by the Records Center; however, 

those who have filed objections or letters of support by mail will not.   

2. The Board rules at 199 IAC 7.4(6)(c)(1) and (2) appear to require any person filing a 

pleading with the Board to serve the document on all other parties to the proceeding, 
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either by mail or through the Board’s electronic filing system.  However, 199 IAC 7.1(3) 

provides that, with certain inapplicable exceptions, none of the procedural rules found in 

Chapter 7 of the Board’s rules apply to electric transmission line hearings under Iowa 

Code chapter 478 and 199—Chapter 11. Procedural rules applicable to said proceedings 

are declared to be found in Chapter 11.  There is no indication in Chapter 11 that an 

electric transmission line franchise petition must be served on all other parties at the time 

of the initial filing. 

3. The Board’s electronic service rules provide as follows: 

199—14.16(17A,476) Electronic service. 

14.16(1) Service on parties able to receive electronic service. Unless 

otherwise provided by board rule or order, whenever a document is filed 

electronically, a “Notice of Electronic Filing” will be generated and sent to 

the filer and to representatives of the other parties who are able to receive 

electronic service and who are on the service list. This notice will constitute 

valid service of electronically filed documents and board orders on parties 

accepting electronic service. The notice will include a service list providing 

names, addresses, and E-mail addresses of the persons who were sent the 

notice. No additional proof or certificate of service is required in matters in 

which all parties are able to receive electronic service. It is the responsibility 

of the filer to review the notice to ensure that all parties have been provided 

notice. All parties are responsible for ensuring that their E-mail accounts are 

monitored regularly and that E-mail notices sent to the account are opened in 

a timely manner. 

 

14.16(2) Service on parties for whom electronic service is not available. The 

service list in each proceeding will be available on the board’s Web site. The 

list will identify the representatives for each party and will also indicate the 

parties for whom electronic service is not available. Filers must serve a paper 

copy of any electronically filed document on all persons entitled to service 

for whom electronic service is not available, unless the parties agree to other 

arrangements. The date of service shall be the day when the document served 

is deposited in the United States mail or overnight delivery, is delivered in 

person, or otherwise as the parties may agree. A party serving a paper copy of 

any electronically filed document on a person for whom electronic service is 

not available shall file a certificate of service stating the manner in which 

service on such person was accomplished in a form consistent with the 

requirements of 199—subrule 2.2(16). 
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4. In these proceedings, there have been a significant number of objections and letters of 

support filed, and many of the individuals filing objections or letters of support have 

done so in paper format; thus, they will not automatically receive service of pleadings by 

electronic means.  As of September 1, 2014, the Board’s Records Center included the 

following number of individuals or entities on the service list in each of the Dockets, 

with the number participating by mail or the electronic filing system noted: 

County 

Number of 

Parties on 

Service List 

Number 

Participating 

only by 

Mail 

Number 

Participating 

by Electronic 

Means 

O'Brien E-22123 42 13 29 

Clay E-22124 158 50 108 

Palo Alto E-22125 85 15 70 

Kossuth E-22126 26 4 22 

Hancock E-22127 4 0 4 

Wright E-22128 10 3 7 

Franklin E-22129 77 31 46 

Butler E-22130 12 3 9 

Grundy E-22131 206 67 139 

Black Hawk E-22132 43 12 31 

Buchanan E-22133 167 111 56 

Benton E-22134 4 0 4 

Linn E-22135 71 30 41 

Jones E-22136 35 15 20 

Cedar E-22137 124 53 71 

Scott E-22138 84 39 45 

Total 1,148 446 702 

 

5. Clean Line suggests that it should not be required to mail copies of the Franchise 

Petitions and Exhibits upon all individuals who have filed objections or upon those who 

have filed letters of support upon the initial filing of said Petitions.  In the event the 

Board deems such service to be appropriate, Clean Line suggests that service of a notice 

of filing would suffice for those who are not participating in the electronic filing system.  

Said notice would include information on how the actual filings can be viewed and/or 



 

{00382091.DOCX } -4- 
 

obtained.  By providing such notice, all individuals or entities would have notice of the 

filing and access to the same, even though no determination will have yet been made 

concerning their party status.  A sample form of such notice is attached as Exhibit “A”.  

A similar notice process can be followed for future filings for any individual or entity 

who files an appearance, objection or letter of support after the filing of the Petitions but 

elects not to participate in the electronic filing system.   

6. Following filing of the initial Franchise Petitions, the Board staff will be reviewing the 

Petitions and issuing letters advising Clean Line of alleged deficiencies in the initial 

pleadings.  Clean Line will submit documents in response to said deficiency letters.  

Similar to the initial Franchise Petition, Clean Line suggests that neither it nor the Board 

staff should be required to serve the letters or the responses on all individuals who have 

filed objections or those who have filed letters of support.  Said documents will be 

available through the Board’s electronic filing system.  If the Board deems some notice 

of the submission of these filings is necessary to those who are not participating in the 

electronic filing system, Clean Line suggests that a notice of the submission in a format 

similar to the attached Exhibit “A” should suffice.   A similar process can be utilized by 

other Parties making filings. 

 WHEREFORE, Clean Line respectfully requests the Board to either issue an Order 

clarifying that service of the initial Franchise Petitions and Exhibits and the subsequent deficiency 

letters and responses need not be made on individuals who are not participating in the electronic 

filing system or, in the alternative, establishing that a notice of such filings, similar to that which is 

attached as Exhibit A, is sufficient.   
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    Respectfully submitted 

       SULLIVAN & WARD, P.C. 

 

       /s/  

 

Dennis L. Puckett AT0006476 

       6601 Westown Parkway, Suite 200 

       West Des Moines, Iowa 50266-7733 

       Telephone: (515) 244-3500 

       Facsimile: (515) 244-3599 

       Email: dpuckett@sullivan-ward.com 

       

ATTORNEYS FOR ROCK ISLAND CLEAN 

LINE LLC 

mailto:dpuckett@sullivan-ward.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document upon all individuals or 

entities on the service list in accordance with the requirements of the rules of the Iowa utilities 

board, meaning those participating in the Electronic Filing System will be automatically served with 

notice and a copy of this pleading is being mailed to all individuals or entities participating by mail. 

 

Dated at West Des Moines, Iowa this 12th day of September, 2014. 

 

By: 

 

 

__/s/_______________________ 

Dennis L. Puckett AT0006476 

6601 Westown Parkway, Suite 200 

West Des Moines, Iowa 50266-7733 

Telephone: (515) 244-3500 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

Notice of Electronic Filing  
 

 

You are hereby notified that the following filing was submitted to the Iowa Utilities Board on 

[insert date] and the documents submitted are available through the Board’s electronic filing system 

at: https://efs.iowa.gov/efs/ 

Docket Title: Rock Island Clean Line LLC 

Docket Number: E-____________ 

Filing Title: Petition for Electric Transmission Line Franchise 

Submitter Name: Rock Island Clean Line, LLC  

Submitting Parties: Dennis L. Puckett 

 

If you would like to receive electronic updates instead of receiving these notices by mail, you can 

sign up for the Board’s electronic filing system at: http://efs.iowa.gov/efs/.   

 

Alternatively, if you would like a copy of the filing mailed to you, please so indicate on the 

enclosed pre-paid postcard, and return the postcard to Clean Line.  Upon receipt of your returned 

postcard Clean Line will mail the filing within 10 business days.   

 

https://efs.iowa.gov/efs/
http://efs.iowa.gov/efs/

