
 

 

STATE OF IOWA 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BEFORE THE IOWA UTILITIES BOARD 

       ) 

IN RE:      ) 

       ) 

IRONWOOD DEVELOPMENT, LC  )  

       ) 

AND       ) Docket No. WRU-2014-0013 

       ) 

PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY    )       

MANAGEMENT, INC.    ) 

       ) 

       ) 

 

RESPONSE TO WAIVER REQUEST 

COMES NOW, MidAmerican Energy Company (“MidAmerican”) and hereby filed its 

response to the request for permanent waiver filed with the Iowa Utilities Board (“Board”) by 

Ironwood Development and Professional Property Management, Inc. (Petitioners”) and states as 

follows:  

1. On September 11, 2014, Petitioners filed a Request for Waiver with the Iowa Utilities 

Board (“Board”) requesting a permanent waiver of 199 I.A.C. Section 20.3(1)(b). Along with the 

request, the Petitioners also filed an Exhibit B detailing the energy efficiency measures it proposed 

to install for its proposed two residential complexes.  The Board does not often grant permanent 

waivers of its rules and any such waiver is subject to cancellation upon appropriate notice and 

opportunity for hearing.  199 IAC 1.3.   

2. Petitioners‟ request is based on the premise that master metering will allow for greater 

reduction and control of energy consumption than individual metering.  Request at ¶ 4, p. 3.  
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MidAmerican agrees with Petitioners that when it comes to multifamily housing and energy 

efficiency there may be a split incentive. Request at ¶ 6, pp. 4-5.  However, the Petitioners have not 

provided sufficient information upon which the Board can make a determination on this waiver at 

this time. 

3. For example, on page 2 of its Request, Petitioners claim that „in order to make the 

purchase of high efficiency, Energy Star rated equipment and other energy conservation features 

economically feasible, the Applicants would like to implement master metering.”  Request at ¶ 3, 

p.2.  However, they do not site to specific examples or pages in Exhibit B and the petition never 

explains the basis for the assertion that master metering makes energy conservation features more 

feasible than individual metering. 

4. Exhibit B does not set forth how energy savings will be measured to ensure that the 

energy efficiency measures are effective.  Exhibit B does not explain whether it is reasonable to 

charge $30-$45 per unit in electric charges based on apartment size in relation to the commercial rate 

the Petitioners would receive.  Exhibit B at 20.  Exhibit B does not provide the typical usage for a 

one bedroom apartment and compare with the savings and explain whether this rate was based on an 

average residential rate or the commercial rate the Petitioners are implicitly seeking approval to 

receive.  Exhibit B at 24.  It is also unclear whether the Petitioners propose to mater meter both 

residential apartment complexes together or separately. 

5. MidAmerican does not want to discourage energy efficiency measures from being 

installed in multi-family housing, but would like the Board to request additional information 

regarding how master metering encourages energy savings over individual metering.  Petitioners 

have not explained how energy efficiency will be impacted by the removal of the incentive for 
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individuals to conserve energy within their own apartments if the complex is master metered.  

Additionally, additional information should be sought as to why the electric charge of $30-$45 is 

reasonable and will not over recover the expected $300,000 investment costs over the life of the 

building.  While the Petitioners should be allowed to receive an incentive it should be made clear 

that they do not stand to profit from an over recovery of unreasonable energy charges built into rental 

rates.  

6. The impact of granting Petitioners‟ waiver is not clear from the Petition.  It is 

suggested at Paragraph 6 on page 5 that Petitioner is unique in installing the package of energy 

efficiency measures.  More information on the potential that this waiver will result in carte blanche 

authority of multi-family units to master meter is needed before a permanent waiver is granted.   

WHEREFORE, MidAmerican Energy Company respectfully requests the Iowa Utilities 

Board request additional information addressing how master metering conserves more energy over 

the use of individual metering.   

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

      MidAmerican Energy Company 

       

       /s/ Jennifer S. Moore 

      By _____________________________ 

       Jennifer S. Moore 

       Senior Attorney 

       106 East Second Street 

       Davenport, Iowa 25801 

       (563) 333-8006 (Voice) 

       (563) 333-8021 (Facsimile) 

       jsmoore@midamerican.com 
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