
STATE OF IOWA 
 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
 

UTILITIES BOARD 
 

 
IN RE: 
 
WAPSI WIRELESS, LLC 
 

 
 
         DOCKET NO. ETA-2014-0003 

 
ORDER APPROVING RELINQUISHMENT OF 

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER DESIGNATION 
 

(Issued September 30, 2014) 
 
 
 On August 27, 2014, Wapsi Wireless, LLC (Wapsi), filed with the Utilities 

Board (Board) a notice of relinquishment of its designation as an eligible 

telecommunications carrier (ETC) pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(3)(4) and 47 C.F.R.  

§ 54.205. 

 Wapsi states that on April 26, 2002, the Board issued an order designating 

Wapsi as an ETC, pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2), in the areas identified in the 

attachment to that order (and this one).  Wapsi states that substantially all of its 

assets have been sold and assigned to Southeast Wireless, Inc. (SEW), effective 

March 31, 2014.  Wapsi asserts that in connection with the sale and assignment of its 

assets, it has closed its active business operations and is no longer providing 

telecommunications services supported by the federal universal service fund (USF). 

Federal law requires that a state commission approve an ETC’s notice of 

relinquishment when certain conditions have been met.  Specifically, 47 U.S.C. 

§ 214(e)(4) and 47 C.F.R. § 54.205 provide that relinquishment is to be granted if it 
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meets the following conditions:  (1) the designated areas are served by more than 

one ETC; (2) advance notice is provided to the state commission; (3) all of the 

customers in the designated areas continue to be served; and (4) sufficient notice is 

provided to permit the purchase or construction of adequate facilities by remaining 

ETCs to serve those customers. 

In its notice of relinquishment, Wapsi states that each of the incumbent local 

exchange carriers (ILEC) in its designated areas is an ETC.  Wapsi also asserts that 

one or more wireless ETCs will remain in each of the wire centers, satisfying the first 

condition. 

Wapsi states that its notice of relinquishment filed with the Board constitutes 

advance notice, satisfying the second requirement. 

Wapsi also states that its successor, SEW, will offer its customers the same 

service and the services supported by the federal universal service fund will continue 

to be offered by at least one ETC in each of the individual wire centers comprising its 

designated service area.  Wapsi states notice to the remaining ETCs in Wapsi’s 

service area is unnecessary because no Wapsi customers will be affected by the 

relinquishment and no ETC needs to purchase or construct facilities due to the 

relinquishment. 

On the basis of these unopposed representations by Wapsi, all four 

requirements of 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(4) and 47 C.F.R. § 54.205 have been satisfied.  

The Board will approve Wapsi’s relinquishment of its ETC designation. 
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1. The notice of relinquishment of designation as an eligible 

telecommunications carrier filed by Wapsi Wireless, LLC, on August 27, 2014, is 

approved. 

2. The Board directs Southeast Wireless, Inc., to notify the Universal 

Service Administrative Company that the relinquishment is complete. 

      UTILITIES BOARD 
 
 
 
        /s/ Elizabeth S. Jacobs                       
 
 
 
        /s/ Nick Wagner                                   
ATTEST: 
 
 
  /s/ Joan Conrad                                                                                                 
Executive Secretary 
 
Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 30th day of September 2014. 
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