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On April 19, 2019, the Utilities Board (Board) issued an order commencing a 

rule making concerning a proposed new rule 20.20, which addresses electric vehicle 

(EV) charging.  The Board attached a proposed Notice of Intended Action (NOIA), 

which was incorporated into the order by reference. 

The NOIA was published in the May 8, 2019 Iowa Administrative Bulletin and 

identified as ARC 4416C.  The Board accepted written comments concerning the 

noticed rule through May 28, 2019.  On June 12, 2019, the Board held an oral 

presentation. 

Generally, the written and oral comments fell into one of two groups.  A 

number of commenters expressed support for proposed rule 20.20 as published in 

the NOIA.  Conversely, others objected, opining proposed rule 20.20 failed to take 

into consideration the rights of incumbent service providers under Iowa’s assigned 

service territories law. 
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Two days following the oral presentation, the Kentucky Public Service 

Commission (Commission) issued an order which addressed that entity’s jurisdiction 

over EV charging stations.  In the Matter of:  Electronic Investigation of Commission 

Jurisdiction over Electric Vehicle Charging Stations, Case No. 2018-00372, 2019 WL 

2514632 (June 14, 2019).  Similar to Iowa’s statutory definition of “public utility,” 

under Kentucky law, an EV charging station meets the definition of “utility” if, among 

other requirements, it provides electricity to the public for compensation.  Id. at *2 

(citing Ky. Rev. Stat. § 278.010(3)).  The Commission concluded that an EV charging 

station is not an electric utility if the EV charging station:  (1) receives electricity from 

a jurisdictional electric utility, or (2) obtains electricity from a behind-the-meter source.  

Id. at *12.   

 In light of the Commission’s analysis and conclusion, coupled with the 

comments submitted in this rule making, the Board requests stakeholder comment on 

the following alternative rule 20.20 language: 

20.20 Service to Electric Vehicle Charging Stations.  
(1) An electric vehicle charging station is not a public utility under 
Iowa Code section 476.1 if the charging station receives electric service 
from the electric utility in whose service area the charging station is 
located or obtains electricity from a behind-the-meter source.   

 
 (2) Electric utilities and entities providing commercial or public electric 
vehicle charging shall comply with all applicable statutes and regulations 
governing the provision of electric vehicle charging service, including, but 
not limited to, all taxing requirements, and, if necessary, file all 
appropriate tariffs. 
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Additionally, the Board invites stakeholders to identify which version of the rule is 

preferred, if either, and explain why.  

 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

Comments regarding the proposed new rule in 199 IAC chapter 20 as 

described in the body of this order shall be filed no later than 15 days from the date 

of this order.  Replies to the comments shall be filed no later than 30 days from the 

date of this order. 

UTILITIES BOARD 
 
 
 
        /s/ Geri D. Huser                                 
 
 
 
        /s/ Nick Wagner                                  
ATTEST: 
 
 
  /s/ Bradley Nielsen                                /s/ Richard W. Lozier Jr.                      
 
Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 17th day of July, 2019. 
 

Filed with the Iowa Utilities Board on July 17, 2019, RMU-2018-0100


	ATTEST:

