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 On January 7, 2014, the Utilities Board (Board) issued an order commencing 

an inquiry into distributed generation (DG), inviting participants to comment on broad 

general questions related to the benefits and challenges of DG, both for utilities and 

their ratepayers, on policies that should be examined with respect to DG, and to 

identify the technical, financial, regulatory, and safety aspects of DG that participants 

would like to address in this inquiry docket.  Participants were also invited to 

comment on other issues they considered relevant to any discussion regarding DG, 

such as whether there were any technical hurdles to implementing DG.  The Board 

also welcomed any policy recommendations for the Board, other state agencies, or 

the General Assembly to consider.  Comments were received from over 170 

participants, including utilities, utility associations, environmental groups, renewable 

energy advocates, and other organizations, businesses, and individuals. 

Because of the breadth of the topics identified by participants in the 

comments, the Board issued an order on May 12, 2014, which suggested the inquiry 
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focus on the topics of net metering (excluding avoided costs issues, which are the 

subject of a separate Board docket, Docket No. INU-2014-0001); interconnection of 

DG, including safety and reliability; and customer awareness and protection.  The 

Board invited participants to respond to specific questions contained in the May 12, 

2014, order.  Reponses were due on June 24, 2014. 

The Board's staff prepared a memorandum dated August 14, 2014, which 

includes, among other things, a summary of the participants' comments, staff 

analysis, and recommendations.  A copy of the memorandum is available on the 

Board's electronic filing site, https://efs.iowa.gov/efs/.  The memorandum is 

incorporated into this order by reference and all the summaries, analysis, and 

recommendations will not be repeated here.   

Participants filed comments on net metering, interconnection, customer 

awareness and protection, and other issues.  Because many of these comments 

contain various recommendations and proposals, the Board will allow participants an 

opportunity to respond to the various comments.  The responses should specify 

which comment, recommendation, or response to Board questions is being 

addressed.  The Board also invites participants to respond to specific questions the 

Board has on the various issues.  While some of the questions are directed at 

specific utilities or groups, others may comment or respond, as well. 

The Board has the following questions on several issues related to net 

metering: 

https://efs.iowa.gov/efs/
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For Non-Utility Participants 

1. Many of the utilities state there are legal issues associated with virtual 
net metering if retail energy from an off-site DG is wheeled over the utilities’ 
systems. 

a. Do you agree?  Explain. 
b. If yes, provide examples of how other states that offer virtual net 
metering have addressed these legal concerns. 

 
2. Is virtual net metering necessary if the utilities offer mechanisms for 
their customers to participate in renewable energy programs as discussed by 
Interstate Power and Light Company (IPL) and the Iowa Association of Electric 
Cooperatives (IAEC)? 
 
3. MidAmerican Energy Company (MidAmerican) suggests that if 
combined heat and power (CHP) or waste heat to power (WHP) facilities were 
considered eligible for net metering, the Board should retain the 500 kW size 
cap and the requirements that they be at one site and used primarily to serve 
the facility owner, as it is in its Rate NM.  Do you have any additional 
comments on this proposal? 
 
4. As with virtual net metering, there are legal issues discussed by both 
IPL and MidAmerican such as whether the delivery of excess power from a 
CHP facility would be considered a wholesale transaction subject to Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) jurisdiction and the claim that CHP 
and WHP facilities are not included in Iowa’s alternate energy production 
(AEP) definition.  Provide any comments you have on this topic. 
 
5. MidAmerican and IPL believe that it is more appropriate for larger CHP 
and WHP facilities to be served under the standby tariff.  Do you agree?  
Explain why or why not. 

 
For Utility Participants 

6. Several commenters assert that including CHP and WHP projects as 
eligible facilities in the net metering rules would encourage the development of 
small CHP and WHP projects.  Assuming it is legally possible, would you 
object to including these types of projects as facilities eligible for net metering 
if they fall under the 500 kW size cap?  Explain why or why not. 
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For All Participants 

7. MidAmerican states that a cash-out option may require Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) approval because it may be considered a 
wholesale transaction instead of a net metering arrangement.  Do you agree?  
Explain. 
 
8. Provide comments on MidAmerican's assertion that a cash-out option 
 encourages overbuild of a DG system. 
 
9. Some commenters recommend setting a cap on the amount of cash-out 
the customer could receive. 

a. Do you agree that a cap is needed? 
b. If yes, at what level and why that level? 
 

10. If the customer is allowed to cash-out a net balance, should it be: 
a. On a monthly basis or an annual basis?  Explain why. 
b. Required or optional?  Explain why. 
 

11. Comment on the potential impact of IPL’s suggested rule change that 
would consider net metered kWh as a cost of purchased power recoverable 
through the energy adjustment clause. 

 
12. Although there was no consensus, the commenters discussed whether 
a cash-out rate should be based on the utility’s avoided cost rate or the utility’s 
retail rate.  Explain which one you believe is the appropriate rate and why. 

 
13. IPL and MidAmerican discuss connecting the meters on a DG 
customer’s premises in order to aggregate meters, while the Iowa Nebraska 
Equipment Dealers Association (INEDA) believes no physical connection is 
necessary.  Comment on this. 
 
14. MidAmerican suggests that meter aggregation needs to occur behind 
the meter and the utility’s distribution system cannot be used to aggregate the 
meters; otherwise, FERC would consider it retail wheeling.  Do you agree?  
Explain why or why not. 

 
15. For more accurate reporting to the Board, the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration, and FERC, IPL suggested changing 199 IAC 20.9(2) to reflect 
that all energy produced in excess of that used by the net metering customer 
would be considered an energy purchase.  Do you agree with this suggested 
change?  Explain your response. 
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16. IPL, MidAmerican, and the Consumer Advocate Division of the 
Department of Justice (Consumer Advocate) suggested a rate design change 
for DG customers such as a time-of-use (TOU) or demand rate.  According to 
MidAmerican, this would remove any possible cross-subsidization between 
DG customers and non-DG customers.  Is this a reasonable solution to this 
issue?  Explain. 

 
17. Comment on IPL’s suggestion that DG customers should have their 
own specific customer class for rate design purposes since their load profiles 
and service needs differ from non-DG customers. 
 
18. Some parties suggest that a study be done showing the benefits of DG 
compared to the costs of DG to determine if there is cross-subsidization. 

a. Is this an appropriate approach to resolve this issue? 
b. Is this the appropriate time to expend the resources to conduct 
such a study or should the study be done when DG penetration reaches 
a level where it becomes a bigger issue for utilities? 
c. If your response to part (b) is that a study should be delayed until 
DG penetration increases, what level of penetration do you believe 
would justify the study? 
d. Who should perform the study? 
e. Who should pay for the study? 

19. INEDA points to Minnesota, Illinois, Arizona, and Colorado meter 
aggregation rules for Board consideration.  Could any of these approaches be 
appropriate for Iowa? 
 

For Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities (IAMU) 

20. The IAMU notes that at least one municipal utility offers virtual net 
metering.  How is this being done, given the legal concerns expressed by 
some commenters? 
 

For Electric Cooperatives and Municipal Utilities 

21. For those electric cooperatives and municipal utilities that do not 
currently offer net metering, explain why you do not offer net metering, 
whether you intend to offer net metering in the future, and if so, when. 
 

 Several participants urged the Board to assert jurisdiction over net metering 

policies for non-rate-regulated utilities but those utilities argued that the Board is 
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without jurisdiction to do so.  Based on annual report filings with the Board and 

responses to the Board's questions in the May 12 order, the Board's staff estimates 

that approximately 88.8 percent of Iowa's residential customers have a net metering 

option available to them; over 50 percent of electric cooperatives and over 10 percent 

of municipal utilities offer net metering.  The Board is encouraged that more 

cooperatives and municipals appear to be offering net metering.  The Board will not 

seek to assert jurisdiction over the net metering policies of non-rate-regulated utilities 

at this time but strongly encourages those utilities that have not done so to adopt net 

metering policies on a voluntary basis. 

 Because of the numerous issues being addressed in the DG inquiry, the Board 

will table any further discussion of feed-in tariffs (FITs) at this time.  As pointed out by 

some utility participants, there are significant federal jurisdictional issues involved 

with mandating a FIT policy, particularly because Iowa has not adopted a new 

renewable portfolio standard.  There are also issues as to where funding for FITs 

should come from.  Given these significant obstacles, the Board believes resources 

are better focused on other issues raised in the DG inquiry. 

 There was much discussion in the interconnection comments about whether 

adopting the FERC small generator interconnection procedures (SGIP) standards 

would add value to existing Board rules or be counterproductive, and what specific 

FERC SGIP standards, if any, should be adopted.  The Board asks participants to 

respond to the following regarding interconnection standards: 
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22. Is there a need to adopt FERC SGIP standards as recommended by 
the Environmental Law and Policy Center (ELPC) and others?  Specify 
sections of the standards that should be adopted and explain the value these 
sections would bring to the Board’s existing rules. 
 
23. Some parties suggest that adoption of these standards would be 
counterproductive.  Explain why adoption of these sections is not 
counterproductive. 

 
24. Is there a need to adopt the Interstate Renewable Energy Council’s 
Model Interconnection Procedures, as recommended by ELPC and others?   
Explain the additional value these standards would bring to the Board’s 
existing rules. 

 
25. Comment on the need to develop a supplemental periodic installation 
review process after the installation of DG.  

a. What elements (frequency of installation inspection, duration 
etc.) should be included in the review process? 
b. Who should develop, implement, and conduct the review 
process? 
c. Do you have any suggestions on which Board rules need 
revision to incorporate your recommendations?  

 
26. Who has the authority to inspect a DG installation for improper 
installation, maintenance, or operation?  Provide legal standards that apply. 
 
27. Who has the authority to penalize a DG installation for improper 
installation, maintenance, or operation?  Provide legal standards that apply. 
 
28. Comment on IPL’s proposal to give preference to existing customers.  
Explain your response.  What problems would this create or solve? 
 

 In its comments, MidAmerican asked that the 30-day interconnection notice 

period be extended.  The Board will require MidAmerican to provide the following 

information, and other participants are invited comment on the 30-day notice: 

29. Provide MidAmerican's reasons to extend the notice period, a reference 
to the notification requirement that it seeks the Board to amend, and proposed 
language changes needed to extend the 30-day advance notice discussed in 
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MidAmerican's response to Board Interconnection Question 2 in the May 12, 
2014, order. 
 

 The Board has additional questions regarding the interconnection process, 

fees, standards, and other interconnection issues: 

30. What, if any, specific Board rule changes are necessary to allow for the 
study of DG installations in new developments or neighborhood service areas? 

 
31. Is there a need to revisit the 15 percent screen standard discussed in 
rules 199 IAC 45.8(1)"a" and 45.9(1)"a"?  Explain your response. 

 
32. What are the potential impacts of revising the 15 percent limit of the 
maximum load normally supplied by the distribution circuit to a higher limit?  

 
33. What, if any, higher limit should be adopted?  Explain the reasoning 
and data that support why such a higher limit is reasonable. 

 
34. Comment on IPL’s proposal to increase the Level 1 and Level 2 
application fees to $250, including any justification for keeping fees the same 
or raising them to IPL's recommended level. 

 
35. For MidAmerican and IPL:  What number of DG customers would be 
required before you would be able to conduct cost of service studies to 
determine DG class rates?  Does either utility have a cost study today to show 
that the true interconnection costs exceed the current fees? 

 
36. MidAmerican has indicated that a DG owner is a different type of 
customer and should be treated as a separate class.  Provide comments on 
how this should be done, if it should be done, or if there is a different way to 
account for differences between customers. 
 
37. Should utilities require DG operators to install a lockable external 
disconnect switch?  Explain your response and provide the pros and cons of 
such a requirement from cost and technology perspectives separately. 

 
 At this time, the Board will not require long-term commitments from DG 

owners that plan to sell excess generation to the utility.  Detailed elements of 
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interconnection agreements should be negotiated by interconnecting parties and not 

mandated by the Board because circumstances can vary. 

 Also, as with net metering, the Board is encouraged that more electric 

cooperatives and municipal utilities are following the Board's interconnection 

standards on a voluntary basis.  At this time, the Board will not seek to assert 

jurisdiction but strongly encourages more of these utilities to adopt the Board's 

standards so that the same standards apply in all parts of Iowa. 

 On a more general level, the Board will continue to work with utilities to ensure  

that DG data gathering is as complete as possible.  The Board has the following 

specific questions to clarify Iowa's DG profile and its accuracy: 

38. For each reported DG facility, indicate whether capacity and generation 
data is reported to the Energy Information Administration (EIA).  In other 
words, do any DG facilities file either EIA 860 or EIA 923 reports?  If so, 
identify those facilities. 

 
39. Did you include all CHP installations in the data you provided?  If not, 
provide comparable data for all CHP installations in your service territories. 
 
40. Based on the data provided, it appears that hourly load data is available 
for the DG capacity associated with all residential customers for both IPL and 
MidAmerican; for 10 percent of the non-residential DG capacity for 
MidAmerican; and for 59 percent of IPL's non-residential DG capacity.  Is this 
statement accurate?  If no, what are the correct percentages?  If yes, discuss 
what would be required in order to get hourly data for the remaining DG 
capacity. 
 

 The Board will issue a subsequent order setting a date and time for a 

conference call with utilities, utility organizations, and other interested participants to 
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discuss and clarify the DG data.  This call will take place after the responses to the 

follow-up DG data questions are received. 

 A final question for all participants relates to an Iowa Supreme Court decision 

issued in July 2014.  The Board invites all participants to respond: 

41. On July 11, 2014, the Iowa Supreme Court issued its opinion in No. 13-
0642, SZ Enterprises, LLC d/b/a Eagle Point Solar v. Iowa Utilities Board, a 
Division of the Department of Commerce, State of Iowa, et al.  What are the 
legal impacts, if any, of this decision on DG policies or practices in general and 
particular policies or practices such as net metering (both traditional and 
virtual)?  Does the decision impact any of your prior comments or responses in 
this docket?  If so, explain. 
 

 Consumer awareness and protection issues are important in developing DG 

policy.  The Board will convene a workshop to allow participants an opportunity to 

develop a DG checklist that will assist customers in understanding the process and 

responsibilities associated with installing DG.   A draft checklist developed by Board 

staff is attached to this order and is also Appendix B to the August 14, 2014, 

memorandum.  The draft checklist will be useful to participants in preparing for the 

workshop. 

 The workshop will be held on October 21, 2014, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 

conference rooms 1 and 2 on the first floor of the Board's offices at 1375 East Court 

Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa.  Persons with disabilities requiring assistive services or 

devices to observe or participate should contact the Board at (515) 725-7334 at least 

five days in advance of the scheduled date to request that appropriate arrangements 
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be made.  Participants unable to attend the workshop may file written comments on 

the draft checklist. 

  The Board will rely on the State Fire Marshal to determine whether additional 

measures need to be implemented to ensure that DG does not delay or jeopardize 

fire personnel and to determine whether DG installers should be licensed or certified.  

Implementing any such measures is within the State Fire Marshal's expertise and no 

participant recommended that the Board seek to undertake these functions.  The 

Board notes that contact information for the State Fire Marshal Division of the Iowa 

Department of Public Safety (State Fire Marshal) is on the proposed DG checklist 

and the Board intends to place this information on any webpage or brochure that is 

developed.  A link to the North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners' 

website may also be appropriate.   

 Finally, the Board believes that the Iowa Attorney General's office is the 

appropriate authority to address DG-related consumer complaints, unless there is a 

utility tariff or interconnection issue.  The Board has placed a link for the Attorney 

General on the proposed checklist and intends to include this link on any webpage or 

brochure. 

 The Board extends its continuing thanks to all participants for their thoughtful 

responses and comments.  The continued dialog on DG issues is invaluable as the 

Board seeks to chart a course on DG policy that will be consistent with law, serve the 

needs of Iowans, and be fair to both participants and non-participants. 
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 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

 1. Participants may respond to each other's comments and the questions 

contained in this order on or before October 24, 2014. 

 2. A workshop shall be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on October 21, 2014, to 

discuss the draft distributed generation checklist attached to this order and identified 

as Appendix B to the August 14, 2014, staff memorandum.  The workshop shall be 

held in conference rooms 1 and 2 in the Board's offices, 1375 E. Court Avenue, Des 

Moines, Iowa.  Persons with disabilities requiring assistive services or devices to 

observe or participate should contact the Board at (515) 725-7334 at least five days 

in advance of the scheduled date to request that appropriate arrangements be made. 

UTILITIES BOARD 
 
 
 
        /s/ Elizabeth S. Jacobs                        
 
 
 
        /s/ Nick Wagner                                   
ATTEST: 
 
 
  /s/ Joan Conrad                                    /s/ Sheila K. Tipton                               
Executive Secretary 
 
Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 19th day of September 2014. 



Appendix B – IUB Drafted Distributed Generation Checklist 
August 2014 

 

Where to Start 

 Determine the distributed generation fuel source (e.g. solar, wind, etc.). 

 Learn the technology and terminology. 

Review information from the Iowa Energy Center or Department of Energy for help in 

understanding the economics of a distributed generation system and which type of 

resource is most appropriate. 

http://www.iowaenergycenter.org/renewable-energy/ 

http://www.energy.gov/articles/solar-wind-hydropower-home-renewable-energy-

installations 
 

Evaluating Energy Requirements 
 Determine how much energy was consumed in the past three years and the rate paid 

for the consumption. 

 Analyze your electric loads. Evaluate peak energy and fluctuation usage time periods 

during the day and throughout the year. 
 

Evaluating Energy-Efficiency Measures and Other Energy Alternatives 

 Complete a thorough energy efficiency audit and implement recommendations. 
 

Evaluating Legal, Social, and Environmental Issues 
 Determine if your property is covered by restrictive covenants that affect the 

installation of a renewable energy system. 

 Contact the local zoning board, town clerk, or building inspector to identify 

applicable zoning ordinances and building permit requirements. 

 Discuss liability coverage and insurance needs with an insurance agent. 

 To avoid unforeseen public objections to the distributed generation equipment in the 

neighborhood, discuss your intentions with neighbors. 

 Obtain a title search to determine if prior agreements or easements exist which 

would prevent the distributed generation equipment from being installed on your 

property. 
 

Evaluating Resources 
 Determine the size of the distributed generation system that is needed to meet your 

energy needs and where it will be located. 

 Is there enough space on the desired property to accommodate a system to work 

effectively (absence of trees or structures that will impact productivity)? 

 Decide if your site has the potential for having sufficient renewable energy. 

 Wind calculator:  http://www.iowaenergycenter.org/wind-calculator-tool/ 

o Consider wind siting factors (elevation, vegetation, terrain, etc.). 

o Take wind measurements. 

 

 Solar Calculator:  http://www.iowaenergycenter.org/solar-calculator-tool/ 

o Consider solar siting factors (shading, orientation, angle, array size). 

 

http://www.iowaenergycenter.org/renewable-energy/
http://www.energy.gov/articles/solar-wind-hydropower-home-renewable-energy-installations
http://www.energy.gov/articles/solar-wind-hydropower-home-renewable-energy-installations
http://www.iowaenergycenter.org/wind-calculator-tool/
http://www.iowaenergycenter.org/solar-calculator-tool/


 
IUB Drafted Distributed Generation Checklist 

Shopping for a Distributed Generation System 
 Ask the following questions: 

o What safety standards must be followed and who provides oversight? 

o Who is responsible for satisfying applicable electric codes for any existing 

and new wiring? 

o Who is responsible for obtaining permits and authorization? 

o Who is responsible for making sure the installation meets any applicable fire 

department policies? 

o Who controls customer data derived from the installation? 

o What percentage of total power can the DG system be expected to provide 

annually? 

 Review and compare options 

o Are there renewable energy program participation options available through 

the servicing utility? 

o Are there third party program participation options? 

 

Dealer Considerations 

(Dealers can be found on the Internet, yellow pages, and from family and friend referrals.) 
 Determine the vendor's qualifications. What type of experience do they have with the 

specific product? 

 Ask if the dealer properly licensed/certified. 

o http://www.nabcep.org/ 

o http://www.dps.state.ia.us/fm/electrician/licensing/licensing_verification.sht

ml 

 See if there any pending or active judgments or liens against the dealer? 

 Ask for references from other customers, check the references. Look at other 

installations made by the vendor.  Ask questions about the system’s reliability, 

performance and repair needs both pre- and post-installation. 

 Get estimates from multiple vendors and compare. 

o Make sure the estimates are for the same type of system. 

o The estimate should include detailed costs (including hardware, installation, 

connection to the grid permitting, sales tax & warranty). 

 Ask if the vendor has insurance and what it covers. 

 Inquire about the dealer warranty. 

 The vendor should be able to help determine any special tax incentives that the 

system would be qualified to receive 

 Determine who is responsible if there are injuries to the crew or the public during 

installation. 

 For solar, ask the following questions: 

o What type of roof preparation is needed and what condition does the roof 

need to be in for a roof mount? 

o If there are structural damages other than to the roof resulting from the 

installation, who is responsible for repairs?  

 Beware of scams:  Be wary and watch out for red flags 

o Door-to-door solicitations 

o Requests for verbal agreements 

o High pressure sales tactics 

o Demands for cash 

o Scare tactics 



 
IUB Drafted Distributed Generation Checklist 

o Demands for large down payments 

 

Equipment Considerations 

 Determine the warranty associated with the specific equipment manufacturer.  Ask 

the following questions: 

o Who is responsible for equipment replacement while the hardware is under 

warranty? 

o If there is a hardware warranty issue, who is responsible for the costs of 

removing the old panel and installing the replacement panel? 

o What are the consequences and remedies for the hardware warranty if the 

hardware manufacturer goes out of business? 

o If there is a warranty issue, can you coordinate repairs or do you have to let 

the manufacturer or installer have an opportunity to resolve the issue? 

o If there is a catastrophic event, who pays for the loss? 

o Who provides notice and what other provisions apply if the installer or 

inspector needs access to your home? 

 For solar, ask the following: 

o Who is responsible for post-installation roof inspection? 

o Who is responsible for post-installation roof repair? 

o Who is responsible for removal and reinstallation of the system when your 

roof needs replaced or repaired? 

 

On-going Maintenance Considerations 

 Talk with your system installer about routine and periodic maintenance. In the event 

of a system malfunction, effective troubleshooting and repair is necessary. 

 For rooftop solar – consider roof maintenance. 
 

Determine the Requirements for Utility Interconnection 

 Review the Board’s Interconnection Rules. 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/law/administrativeRules/rules?agency=199&chapter=45

&pubDate=07-23-2014 

 Contact city, county, and state officials for codes and regulations that must be 

followed for the installation and operation of a distributed generation system. 

Understand what types of permits will be necessary for your system. 

 Determine if you want to be off the grid or if you want to retain connection with the 

electric utility to receive power and to send excess power to the grid. 

 Contact the utility provider to discuss DG systems and project plans. Determine 

interconnection requirements or any special permits required. 
Iowa law requires that the distributed generation system owner notify the host 

utility prior to installing a distributed generation system. 

 Review the safety guidelines with the utility staff 

 Plan that the state of Iowa or the electric utility will require an inspection upon 

completion. 
 

Cost Considerations 

 Estimate the cost of the system and the cost per watt of recommended capacity? 

 Is there a performance guarantee? 

o How is it established? 

o What happens if the system does not perform as expected? 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/law/administrativeRules/rules?agency=199&chapter=45&pubDate=07-23-2014
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/law/administrativeRules/rules?agency=199&chapter=45&pubDate=07-23-2014
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 Determine the installed-cost comparison of leasing versus owning the system? If 

leasing, ask the following questions: 

o Who owns any renewable energy credits associated with the system, if the 

system is leased? 

o If leased, can a system be bought before the end of the lease term? 

o Who owns a leased system at the end of the lease? 

o Who pays to remove and repair the roof at the end of a lease, if a system is 

leased? 

o If a system is leased, who pays the taxes on it, including any increase in 

property taxes? 

o If a system is leased and the property is sold, what happens to the lease and 

the installation? 

o Who will be responsible for operation and maintenance of the system during 

the lease? 

o What is the lease payment structure and what is included in the contract? 

 Determine the estimated payback period. 
 

Total Initial Cost / (Annual Energy Cost Savings – Annual Operating Costs) = 

Payback time, in years 
 

 Determine the estimated annual maintenance expense. 

 Investigate financing options and federal and state incentives with the Iowa Energy 

Center. Also, refer to the Database of State Incentives for Renewables and Efficiency. 

http://www.dsireusa.org 

 Estimate any utility rebates and tax credits and requirements to utilize. 

 Examine the financial assumptions regarding utility costs, continuation and terms of 

net metering, tax credits and production curves that were used when determining 

life-cycle benefits of the installation? 

o Understand that current electric rates are complex and vary depending on 

time of year, time of day, season, and volume used.  Some fixed aspects of 

rates may not be offset by a DG system. 

o Future utility rates are difficult to predict and vary greatly when evaluating a 

price and any assumed savings.  The U.S. Energy Information Administration 

provides forecasts of retail electric rates for the next 1-2 years by region in its 

Short Term Energy Outlook.  

 Check with your accountant or tax advisor and property insurer to ensure that the 

appropriate policies are in place and tax obligations are met. 

 Are there any required upgrades or home repairs needed to accommodate a DG 

system? 

 Understand the financing options and the collateral requirements of each. 

 

After Installation 
 Track information to evaluate the performance of the distributed generation system. 

 Stay in contact with the electric utility to ensure long-term efficient and transparent 

two-way communication. 

 

  

http://www.dsireusa.org/
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Helpful Links: 

Attorney General - to file a 

complaint 
http://www.state.ia.us/government/ag/file_complaint/index.html  

State Fire Marshal Division 
(Licenses Electrical Contractors) 

http://www.dps.state.ia.us/fm/index.shtml 

Iowa Energy Center http://www.iowaenergycenter.org/ 

  

Alliant Energy 

http://www.alliantenergy.com/ 

http://www.alliantenergy.com/AboutAlliantEnergy/DoingBusiness/

CustomerOwnedGeneration/index.htm 

Iowa Association of Electric 

Cooperatives 
http://www.iowarec.org/  

Iowa Association of Municipal 

Utilities 
http://www.iamu.org/  

MidAmerican Energy Company 
http://www.midamericanenergy.com/ 

http://www.midamericanenergy.com/rates7.aspx 

  

North American Board of 

Certified Energy Practitioners 
(To see if your installer is certified) 

http://www.nabcep.org/ 

 

http://www.state.ia.us/government/ag/file_complaint/index.html
http://www.dps.state.ia.us/fm/index.shtml
http://www.iowaenergycenter.org/
http://www.alliantenergy.com/
http://www.iowarec.org/
http://www.iamu.org/
http://www.midamericanenergy.com/
http://www.nabcep.org/

