
STATE OF IOWA 
 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
 

UTILITIES BOARD 
 

 
IN RE: 
 
INTERSTATE POWER AND LIGHT 
COMPANY 
 

 
 

DOCKET NO. WRU-2014-0009-0150 
 

 

ORDER DOCKETING OBJECTION, SETTING PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE, AND 

REQUIRING REPORT REGARDING REQUESTS FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
 

(Issued August 29, 2014) 
 
 
 On May 30, 2014, Interstate Power and Light Company (IPL) filed with the 

Utilities Board (Board) a request for a two-year extension of an existing waiver of the 

electric energy adjustment clause (EAC) rules in 199 IAC 20.9(2)"b" related to 

flowing certain costs and credits associated with participation in wholesale markets 

operated by regional transmission organizations, such as the Midcontinent 

Independent Transmission System Operator, Inc. (MISO), through the EAC for 

recovery.  The Board originally granted a waiver allowing these costs and credits to 

flow through IPL's EAC on May 13, 2004, in Docket No. WRU-2004-0014-0150.  The 

waiver has subsequently been extended and modified to enable IPL's customers to 

receive some of the benefits of IPL's low-load factor auction revenue rights (ARRs).  

 On June 19, 2014, the Consumer Advocate Division of the Department of 

Justice (Consumer Advocate) filed a Response and Objection to the waiver request. 

Consumer Advocate stated that it did not oppose IPL's request to extend the waiver 

allowing recovery of MISO costs through the EAC or IPL's request to pass through 

the aggregate net revenues generated from the annual low-load factor ARRs.  
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However, Consumer Advocate objected to IPL's proposed sharing arrangement 

between IPL's customers and IPL's shareholders.  Consumer Advocate argued that 

IPL should be prepared to refund to customers, with interest, any portion in excess of 

the final approved sharing level, retained by IPL since at least May 30, 2014, as 

determined by the Board in this proceeding.  

 On June 25, 2014, IPL filed a response to address issues that IPL argued 

must be determined in advance of the current waiver's expiration.  IPL said that it 

disagrees with Consumer Advocate regarding the sharing arrangement but also 

understands the need for establishing a transparent record before the Board 

regarding the justification for a sharing arrangement.  

 On June 30, 2014, the Board granted IPL's request for a two-year extension of 

the waiver.  However, the Board in that order said that the extension was conditioned 

on the issue of the sharing of ARRs being considered in a future rate order.  IPL 

provided additional information in support of it position on ARRs on July 22,  

August 1, August 4, and August 14, 2014.  Consumer Advocate filed a reply and 

renewed its request for docketing on July 25, 2014, pointing out its concerns with the 

continuation of the current sharing arrangement. 

 The issue of the appropriate sharing arrangement for ARR revenue rights 

cannot be resolved without prefiled testimony and hearing.  Therefore, the Board will 

docket the issues raised by Consumer Advocate and set a procedural schedule. 

 In the course of the various filings, IPL and Consumer Advocate have 

disagreed on what information is appropriate for confidential treatment.  In its 

preliminary review of the filings, the Board believes that some of the information for 
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which confidential treatment is sought might not qualify for confidential treatment 

under the Board's rules.  The Board will direct IPL and Consumer Advocate to file a 

joint report detailing the information for which there is no dispute regarding 

confidential treatment and the information over which the parties do not agree.  The 

report is to contain a brief summary of their respective positions. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1. The issues regarding ARRs and sharing arrangements raised in 

Consumer Advocate's objections and reply are docketed for further investigation. 

2. The following procedural schedule is established: 

a. The parties shall notify the Board prior to October 17, 2014, if 

they desire a prehearing conference. 

b. IPL shall file prepared direct testimony, with underlying 

workpapers and exhibits, on or before September 22, 2014.  If a party 

references a data request in its prepared testimony, the data request shall be 

filed as an exhibit. 

c. The Consumer Advocate Division and any intervenors shall file 

prepared reply testimony, with underlying workpapers and exhibits, on or 

before October 13, 2014. 

d. IPL shall file its rebuttal testimony, with underlying workpapers 

and exhibits, on or before October 20, 2014. 

e. The parties shall file a joint statement of the issues on or before 

October 24, 2014. 
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 f. A hearing shall be held beginning at 9 a.m. on November 12, 

2014, for the purpose of receiving testimony and the cross-examination of all 

testimony.  The hearing shall be held in the Board's Hearing Room on the first 

floor, 1375 E. Court Avenue, Room 69, Des Moines, Iowa.  The parties shall 

appear one-half hour prior to the time of the hearing for the purpose of 

marking exhibits.  Persons with disabilities requiring assistive services or 

devices to observe or participate should contact the Board at (515) 725-7334 

at least five days in advance of the scheduled date to request that appropriate 

arrangements be made. 

  g. The parties may file simultaneous briefs on or before  

November 24, 2014. 

3. In the absence of objection, all underlying workpapers shall become a 

part of the evidentiary record of these proceedings at the time the related testimony 

and exhibits are entered into the record. 

4. In the absence of objection, all data requests and responses referred to 

in oral testimony or on cross-examination that have not been previously filed shall 

become a part of the evidentiary record of these proceedings.  The party making 

reference to the data request shall file one copy of the data request and response 

with the Board at the earliest possible time. 

5. In the absence of objection, when the Board has called for further 

evidence on any issue and the evidence is filed after the close of the hearing, the 

evidentiary record will be reopened and the evidence will become part of the record 

three days after the evidence is filed with the Board.  All evidence filed pursuant to 
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this paragraph shall be filed no later than three days after the close of the hearing in 

this proceeding. 

6. IPL and Consumer Advocate shall file a joint report on confidential 

matters as detailed in the body of this order on or before September 19, 2014. 

      UTILITIES BOARD 
 
 
 
        /s/ Elizabeth S. Jacobs                       
 
 
 
        /s/ Nick Wagner                                   
ATTEST: 
 
 
  /s/ Joan Conrad                                    /s/ Sheila K. Tipton                              
Executive Secretary 
 
Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 29

th
 day of August 2014. 


