
 

Iowa Chapter 

Physicians for Social Responsibility 
 

Maureen McCue MD PhD, Chapter Coordinator 
 

20 East Market  ●  Room 200  ●  Iowa City, IA 52245  ● www.iowa-psr.org 
 

 
6/25/14 
 
Dear IUB Personnel, 
 
I read through many of the responses to your recent request for additional comments regarding distributed energy 
generation (DG) with great interest.  As a physician and public health professional I look to the experienced 
electric service providers like the Kalona Farmers Electric Cooperative, Luther College, Iowa Nebraska 
Equipment Dealers and others, to provide the details necessary to elaborate generation capabilities and resolve 
interconnection challenges.  As each of them assert, current hurtles to broadened DG are imposed more by 
bureaucratic rules that support centralized fossil fuel-based energy monopoly utility providers much more than by 
technologic challenges.   
 
Rather than responding to your many technical questions which each of the above and many more have already 
addressed in detail, I feel compelled to respond to the monumentally important health, ethical and justice issues 
your questions embed.  As a state regulatory body, you have the responsibility to protect all Iowans.   
 
All society is being harmed not just by the CO2 that persists in our atmosphere, but by the many other toxic 
pollutants fossil fuels produce and adversely affect air and water quality.  We all breathe that air and drink the 
water.  Similarly, much of society is being harmed by the increasingly extreme measures used to extract and 
process fossil fuels.  Daily we hear about earthquakes in Oklahoma, Wisconsin communities devastated by frac-
sand mining, wells poisoned in Pennsylvania by fracking, other communities destroyed by fire when trains 
carrying crude oil derail.  The list of harms current and future goes on and on and can only be expected to worsen 
as the climate heats up. These externalized costs borne by society are not insubstantial.  All of society, current and 
future will benefit by rapidly reducing our dependence on fossil fuels, and, these externalized costs.  Distributed 
energy encourages investment in renewable energy and reduction in the harms associated with fossil fuels. 
 
Beyond costs and risks to individuals, utilities too are subject to economic uncertainty about the costs of reducing 
emissions, the costs of extracting coal or gas, the costs and risks of managing their waste, difficulty maintaining 
transmission capability in the face of extreme weather events.  Current environmental and social realities mean 
the utility business model is failing.  
 
Iowans are not asking the IUB to come up with an entirely new energy solution, but rather to build, improve and 
expand on what others have already put in place.  Workable solutions to distributed energy have been adopted in 
many other states and nations.  It’s time that Iowa move forward and do its fair share in creating a livable and life 
sustaining future world. 
 
Most sincerely, 
 

 
Maureen McCue MD PhD 
Coordinator Iowa Chapter Physicians for Social Responsibility 
mickiq@earthlink.net 
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