
 

 

 
September 27, 2013 
 
 
[Landowner name and address] 
 
 
Notification of Public Informational Meeting  
Re: [Insert Tax ID] 
 
Dear [Title] [Landowner], 
 
We are writing to inform you about an important clean energy project in your area – the Rock Island 
Clean Line, an overhead electric transmission line.  This packet is being mailed to you because property 
in which you have an interest lies within the notification corridor and may be affected by the location or 
construction of this transmission line.  Please review the packet in its entirety. It includes this cover 
letter, an informational meeting notice, an RSVP and contact information flyer, a frequently asked 
questions document, and a map showing the proposed corridor for the line.  
 
We are taking this opportunity to supply you with introductory information about the project and notify 
you about an upcoming meeting in your area that will provide more detail about the project’s location, 
construction process, and regulatory schedule. This meeting will also give you an opportunity to have 
your questions addressed by company representatives and representatives of the Iowa Utilities Board. 

Rock Island Clean Line LLC (“Clean Line”) is developing the Rock Island Clean Line project, an 
approximately 500-mile overhead direct current transmission line that will run from O’Brien County in 
northwest Iowa to an area near Morris, Illinois. The project will connect some of Iowa’s best wind 
energy resources with communities in Illinois and other states to the east, areas that have a strong 
demand for renewable, reliable energy. The Rock Island Clean Line will make possible approximately $7 
billion in new wind energy projects, creating thousands of jobs. The project will deliver enough clean 
energy to power around 1.4 million homes, contribute to energy security, increase state and local tax 
revenues, and reduce pollution. The name of the project originates from the Rock Island Railroad, which 
stretches across Iowa and Illinois.  Just as the Rock Island Railroad delivered farmers’ goods to market, 
the Rock Island Clean Line will deliver clean energy to the communities that need it.  
 
Over the past three years, our team has conducted extensive research and public outreach in the 
project area. We have sought input from landowners, tenants, conservation and agricultural 
organizations, elected officials, community leaders, government agencies, and the public regarding 
routing options in order to determine the optimal route for the Rock Island Clean Line.  
 
Following the upcoming informational meetings, Clean Line will seek to obtain regulatory approvals and 
to acquire easements for the construction, operation and maintenance of the line. Clean Line will 
request a franchise from the Iowa Utilities Board authorizing construction of the transmission line.  As a 
landowner or a party adjacent to, in possession of, or residing on property which may be affected by the 
location and construction of the electric transmission line, you have the right to be present at any of the 
informational meetings to be held at the places and times listed below.  We hope that you can attend 
one that is most convenient for you. 
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The time and date of the informational meeting for Franklin County will be: 
 

Tuesday, November 19 at 9:00 am 
Franklin County Fairgrounds, Convention Center 

1008 Central Ave W 
Hampton, IA 50441  

If you are unable to attend this meeting, other meetings will be held at the following locations, dates, and 
times: 
 

We have enclosed an informational meeting notice and a map of the proposed route corridors for your 
reference.  A final route will be determined after easement negotiations with landowners are complete.  
Under Iowa law, Clean Line is not allowed to contact landowners to negotiate easements prior to the 
informational meeting.  
 
Please join us at the informational meeting for additional discussion regarding the routing process, 
compensation structure, and construction activities for the Rock Island Clean Line. Clean Line 
representatives will be present to discuss the project and to answer questions.  Enclosed please find a 
flyer requesting: an RSVP; a preferred method of contact; and tenant, resident, or property manager 
contact information, if applicable. Prior to October 16th, please supply us with the appropriate contact 
information for any tenants, residents, or property managers that have an interest in the parcel 
described in the subject line of this letter so that we can extend to each of those individuals a formal 
invitation to attend an informational meeting. Clean Line would like to notify persons residing on the 
property or otherwise in possession of the property by certified mail at least 30 days prior to the 
informational mailing. 

If you have any questions before the meeting regarding this notice, please contact us toll-free at      
(877) 907-8516.  For additional information and answers to frequently asked questions, please visit our 
project website at www.rockislandcleanline.com. Thank you.   

\Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Hans Detweiler 
Director of Development 

Butler County, 11/19 at 3:00 pm 
American Legion 
205 Cemetery Street 
Parkersburg, IA 50665 
 

Black Hawk County, 11/20 at 3:00 pm 
Supervisor’s Club & Event Center 
3265 Dewitt Road 
Waterloo, IA 50701 
 

Grundy County, 11/20 at 9:00 am 
Grundy Center Community Room 
705 F Avenue 
Grundy Center, IA 50638  

Buchanan County, 11/21 at 9:00 am 
Brandon Area Community Center 
802 Main Street 
Brandon, IA 52210 
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  Public Informational Meeting Notice 

Proposed ±600 kV HVDC Electric Transmission Line 

Franklin County, Iowa •••• Docket E-22129  

 

Notice is hereby given that Rock Island Clean Line LLC (“Rock Island Clean Line” or 

“Petitioner”), a wholly-owned subsidiary of Clean Line Energy Partners LLC, having its 

principal place of business at 1001 McKinney Street, Suite 700, Houston, Texas 77002, proposes 

to construct, operate and maintain an approximately ±600 kV high voltage direct current electric 

transmission line, of which approximately 45.75 miles of transmission line is being proposed in 

Franklin County.    

 

The purpose of the new transmission line is to transmit renewable energy produced in Iowa and 

the surrounding region to Illinois and eastern markets of the United States.  A map showing the 

proposed corridor for the line (the “notification corridor”) and the preferred route is attached 

hereto and by this reference made a part hereof.  The notification corridor reflects the area in 

which landowners have been notified of the public informational meeting described below and in 

which easements may be sought following that meeting.   

 

The Petitioner’s preferred route would start at the Wright/Franklin County border in Section 7 of 

Wisner Township and continue east along a quarter-section line for 2.5 miles, where it then turns 

south and continues along the half–section line for 0.25 mile. At the center of Section 9 of 

Wisner Township, it continues east generally along a half-section line for approximately 7 miles, 

where it turns south and continues along a half-section line for approximately 15 miles.  The 

route then turns east and continues along a half-section line for 1.25 miles, then turns south along 

a quarter-section line for 5 miles.  It then turns east along a half-section line and continues 

generally east for approximately 4.75 miles, where it turns south for 0.5 mile, then generally east 

along a quarter-section line for approximately 6.75 miles.  The route then turns south along a 

quarter-section line for 1 mile, where it turns east along a quarter-section line for 1.75 miles, 

where it enters Butler County. The preferred route may not be the final route chosen, however 

the final route will be within the notification corridor as outlined on the attached map. 

 

As a landowner or a party adjacent to, in possession of, or residing on property which may be 

affected by the location and construction of the aforementioned electric transmission line, you 

have the right to be present at a public informational meeting to be held at the place and time 

listed below and conducted by the Iowa Utilities Board (“Board”).  If it is more convenient for 

you, you may attend any of the informational meetings listed in the cover letter attached.  You 

also have the right to file with the Board, at 1375 E. Court Avenue, Room 69, Des Moines, IA 

50319-0069, objections to the location and construction of the proposed lines as described. 

 

Informational Meeting to be held: 

 

9:00 am ~ Tuesday, November 19, 2013 

Franklin County Fairgrounds, Convention Center 
1008 Central Ave W 

Hampton, IA 50441  



 

     

 

 

 

Representatives of the Board will preside at the informational meeting and present a summary of 

the legal rights of the affected landowners. Representatives of Rock Island Clean Line will be 

present to discuss the project and to answer questions.  Persons with disabilities requiring 

assistive services or devices to observe or participate should contact the Board at (515) 725-7300 

in advance of the scheduled date to request that appropriate arrangements be made. 

 

The Petitioner must request and obtain a franchise from the Board authorizing construction of the 

transmission line.  After the Board has reviewed the petition for franchise, it may conduct a 

public hearing and landowners will have a right to participate in the hearing process.  Notice of 

the public hearing will be published in a Franklin County newspaper with countywide 

circulation.  To obtain the requested franchise, the Petitioner must show that the proposed 

transmission line is necessary for a public use, that the proposed transmission line represents a 

reasonable relationship to an overall plan of transmitting electricity in the public interest, and 

that it satisfies the other requirements of law and Board rules.   

 

After the informational meeting, Rock Island Clean Line will seek to acquire approximately 200-

foot easements within the notification corridor for the construction, operation, and maintenance 

of the line.  The easement request will also include the right to maintain the right-of-way so as 

not to interfere with construction, operation, or maintenance of the transmission line and the right 

of ingress and egress to the easement area.  In the event that the Petitioner is unable to acquire 

the necessary voluntary easements, it may request eminent domain authority from the Board.  

The Board must determine, after a hearing conducted by the Board, whether any such eminent 

domain request is to be granted.  Eminent domain requests may be heard during the same hearing 

as the franchise request, or they may be heard in a separate eminent domain proceeding, as may 

be ordered by the Board.  At this time the Petitioner does not have the right of eminent domain.  

If eminent domain is requested by the Petitioner, the Petitioner must show the property is needed 

to serve the public use.  If the Petitioner requests the right of eminent domain, a notice of the 

public hearing will be sent by certified mail to the owners of the eminent domain parcels, in 

addition to the notice being published in a Franklin County newspaper with countywide 

circulation. 

 

If in the event of inclement weather, determined by the cancellation or late start of school/classes 

in the Hampton Dumont Community School District due to weather on the date of this 

Informational Meeting, the meeting will be held on December 9, 2013, at 9:00 am at this same 

location. 

 

 

For more information about the informational meetings, contact the Rock Island Clean Line staff 

toll-free at (877) 907-8516.  
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FRANKLIN COUNTY



Name __________________________________  Role _____________________  (tenant, resident, property manager, etc.)

Phone __________________________________  Email _____________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________   State _____________  Zip ______________________

Prior to October 16th, please supply us with the appropriate contact information of any tenants, residents, or 
property managers that have an interest in the parcel described in the cover letter enclosed.  Clean Line will extend 
to each of the tenants, residents, and property managers a formal invitation to attend the informational meeting.  
Clean Line would like to notify persons residing on the property or otherwise in possession of the property by 
certified mail at least 30 days prior to the informational meeting – your assistance is requested and appreciated.

Name __________________________________  Role _____________________  (tenant, resident, property manager, etc.)

Phone __________________________________  Email _____________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________   State _____________  Zip ______________________

Request for Information

If the mailing address to which this packet was sent is not your preferred method of contact, please provide that 
information below.

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________  Email _____________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________   State _____________  Zip ______________________

___ Blackhawk County, Wednesday 11/20, 3:00 pm
 Supervisor’s Club & Event Center
 3265 Dewitt Road, Waterloo, IA

___ Buchanan County, Thursday 11/21 9:00 am
 Brandon Area Community Center
 802 Main St, Brandon, IA

___ Franklin County, Tuesday 11/19, 9:00 am 
 Franklin County Fairgrounds Convention Center
 1008 Central Ave W, Hampton, IA

___ Butler County, Tuesday 11/19, 3:00 pm
 American Legion
 205 Cemetery St, Parkersburg, IA

___ Grundy County, Wednesday 11/20, 9:00 am
 Grundy Center Community Room
 705 F Avenue, Grundy Center, IA

Please indicate the number of attendees likely to attend the meeting of your choice below.  An RSVP is not required 
to attend an informational meeting.

IUB Meeting RSVP



Please fold, fasten, and mail – No envelope necessary



Rock Island Clean Line Frequently Asked Questions  

 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

1.  What is the Rock Island Clean Line? 
 

The Rock Island Clean Line will be part of the nation’s critical infrastructure that will help power 

our homes, communities, and the clean energy economy. The project will consist of an 

approximately 500-mile, overhead, direct current (DC) transmission line. The line will be capable 

of transmitting up to 3,500 megawatts of new renewable energy from northwest Iowa and the 

surrounding region to communities in Illinois and in states farther east. 
 

2.  Who is Clean Line Energy? 
 

Clean Line Energy develops long-haul transmission lines to connect the best renewable 

resources in North America to communities that need the power. Clean Line Energy provides 

transmission solutions to generators and load-serving utilities in order to efficiently interconnect 

clean energy with consumers.  Clean Line Energy was founded by Michael Skelly, who led the 

development efforts at Horizon Wind Energy. The management team includes executives who 

have managed, built and financed ambitious projects in the renewable and traditional energy 

sectors around the world, as well as senior policy professionals who have shaped energy policy 

and advanced the renewable energy agenda at local, state and national levels.  In aggregate, the 

Clean Line Energy team has financed billions of dollars of projects and managed the development 

and construction of thousands of megawatts of power plants and transmission lines. 
 

3.  What will the project cost be and how will the Rock Island Clean Line be funded? 
 

The Rock Island Clean Line is estimated to cost approximately $2 billion. Clean Line Energy 

intends to fund the development costs of the project and will sell transmission capacity to 

renewable energy generators or to the buyers of the clean energy being delivered on the line. 
 

4.  Is Clean Line Energy also developing the wind energy that will be on the line? 
 

Clean Line Energy is independent from existing or planned wind energy generation and from 

load-serving utilities. This independence allows for single-minded focus on meeting the needs of 

the project’s many stakeholders through a transparent development effort. 
 

5.  What is the transmission capacity of the line? 

The Rock Island Clean Line will consist of an overhead direct current transmission line that will 

be capable of transmitting up to 3,500 megawatts of energy. The project will deliver enough 

clean, renewable energy to meet the needs of over 1.4 million American homes. 
 

6.  When is construction scheduled to begin? 
 

Construction is slated to begin in 2015, pending required approvals. 

 

7. Who will manage the development of the Rock Island Clean Line? 
 

The project will be managed by a team of Clean Line Energy’s employees who have developed, 

financed and built ambitious projects in the renewable and traditional energy sectors, as well as 

senior policy professionals who shaped energy policy at the state and national levels. 
 

 
 



Rock Island Clean Line Frequently Asked Questions  

8. Who will build the Rock Island Clean Line? 
 

Clean Line has selected Kiewit to provide construction management services for the project. 

Kiewit has extensive experience using local content and local labor for construction projects, 

which was a key criterion in Clean Line’s selection process. 
 

9. Who will operate the Rock Island Clean Line? 
 

Rock Island Clean Line LLC will be responsible for all maintenance of the line.  Like all other 

transmission lines, the Rock Island Clean Line will likely be controlled by one of the regional 

transmission organizations (RTO). RTOs are responsible for planning and coordinating the 

transfer of energy over large interstate areas. An RTO controls and monitors an electricity 

transmission grid that is larger and uses much higher voltages than the typical power company’s 

distribution grid. 
 

10. Who will benefit from the Rock Island Clean Line? 
 

People and communities across the project area will benefit from the Rock Island Clean Line. 

Consumers in Illinois—both residential customers and businesses—will benefit from the lower 

prices resulting from the increased competition that the project will bring. Additionally, the 

project will create jobs through the actual construction of the transmission line, through the 

manufacturing of the components for the transmission line, and through the construction and 

manufacturing of the wind turbines needed to supply the line.  Furthermore, local governments 

across the project area will typically benefit from increased tax revenues from both the 

transmission line infrastructure and the supporting wind farms, and landowners at the western 

end of the project area will benefit from royalty payments associated with wind farms. 
 

11. How many jobs will the Rock Island Clean Line create? 
 

The Rock Island Clean Line will bring substantial economic benefits throughout the project 

region.  It is estimated that the Rock Island Clean Line will result in more than 5,000 

construction jobs and more than 500 permanent jobs maintaining and operating the 

transmission line and the associated wind farms.  Additionally, businesses will see increased 

demand for their products and services, particularly those involved with services, materials 

and equipment to be used in construction of the project and the associated wind farms, as 

well as retail and hospitality industries. 
 

12. Is Clean Line a regulated or unregulated entity? 
 

Rock Island Clean Line LLC is subject to the regulation of the Iowa Utilities Board (IUB) with 

respect to franchising of the line, to the line’s construction, and to engineering and safety 

standards during and after the construction of the line.  In Illinois, Rock Island Clean Line LLC 

will be subject to the regulation of the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) with respect to 

certification as a public utility, to contacts and negotiations with landowners to acquire 

easements for the line, to construction of the line in Illinois, and to various accounting, financial 

and reporting matters. 

 

As a transmission owner and operator, Rock Island Clean Line LLC will also be regulated by the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. In addition, Rock Island Clean Line LLC will be required 
to obtain permits from a variety of state and federal agencies, including the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

 

 

 

 

 



Rock Island Clean Line Frequently Asked Questions  

13. Will the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) be involved in the approval of 

this project? 
 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) will have oversight of the commercial 

terms and conditions of service. 
 

14. Who is considered to be a stakeholder of the Rock Island Clean Line? 

A stakeholder is defined as any person interested in the Rock Island Clean Line, including, but 

not limited to: individual landowners; federal, state and local government entities and agencies; 

tribal organizations; elected officials; local businesses and business organizations; non- 

governmental organizations; and civic and community organizations. 
 

15. Can I grow crops or build anything under the transmission line? 

The land under the transmission line can typically be used for crop production and 

pasture/grazing lands. Clean Line Energy must comply with the National Electric Safety Code to 

ensure the safety of the general public and North American Electric Reliability Corporation 

Standards to ensure the reliable operation of the transmission line.  As a result, there are 

restrictions on the placement of structures and planting tall growing trees underneath the 

transmission line. 

 

16. What is HVDC? 

HVDC stands for high voltage direct current. The electric grid is made up almost exclusively of 

alternating current (AC) transmission and distribution lines. HVDC is widely considered the 

most efficient method to connect large amounts of energy to distant electricity areas that have a 

strong demand for the power. HVDC lines can transfer significantly more power with greater 

efficiency than comparable AC lines. 

 

17. Is direct current a new technology? 

Direct current transmission is a proven technology that has been around since the1930's and the 
birth of the modern electric industry. DC is already in use in the United States and throughout 
the world. Currently, there are more than 20 DC transmission facilities in the United States and 
more than 35 across the North American grid. 

 

18. What are the advantages of DC technology? 

Direct current transmission lines have smaller structures and require less land than AC lines to 

deliver an equivalent amount of energy. From a power grid operator perspective, DC gives grid 

operators complete control of energy flow. DC lines are not a replacement for the AC grid or 

the additional AC transmission that is required. DC complements the existing AC transmission 

network and can be an additional source for system stability and reliability. 

 

19. Why is Clean Line using DC technology for its projects? 

Direct current is the preferred technology for moving large amounts of power over long 

distances. The use of DC transmission line results in overall higher efficiency and reliability 

than an equivalently sized alternating current line to move the same amount of power, 

therefore offering significant electrical, economic and environmental advantages. These 

advantages include lower power losses on the line, better land use due to smaller tower 

structures, and the ability to control the power flow. 
 

20. How big is a converter station? 

The converter station for a DC transmission line looks similar to a typical electric 

substation; however there is also a building that hosts the converter valves in an enclosed 

environment. The converter station will take up between 40 and 60 fenced-in acres and is 

typically located near its point of interconnection to the AC grid. 



Rock Island Clean Line Frequently Asked Questions  

 

21. Will you put the lines underground? If not, why? 

The cost and complexity of underground transmission systems are justified primarily at short 

distances in heavily populated downtown urban centers where right-of-way and space is severely 

limited for overhead lines. The underground application is untested for the power and voltage 

levels that Clean Line Energy is proposing for its long haul DC lines. Clean Line Energy is 

proposing overhead lines because of efficiency, reliability and cost.  

 
22. What efforts is Clean Line initiating to minimize environmental impact? 

Clean Line Energy is working extremely hard to be a good environmental steward. We are 

accountable to state and federal agencies regarding our environmental impacts. We are 

conducting extensive outreach to environmental advocate organizations such as The Nature 

Conservancy, Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Natural Resources Defense Council, and other 

similar organizations to get input as to areas of concern. 

 

 

 

Additional information is available at www.rockislandcleanline.com 



ELECTRIC FRANCHISE FAQs 

________________________________________________________________ 

This FAQ page is continuously updated. Please start here for answers to any 
questions you have about the electric franchise process. If you are unable to find 
what you're looking for here, contact the Iowa Utilities Board (Board) at 
iub@iub.state.ia.us 

________________________________________________________________ 

Q1:  When is an electric franchise necessary? 

A1: Any electric line which operates at 69,000 volts or more, and which 
is located outside the boundaries of a city, requires a franchise from 
the Utilities Board. A franchise is a permit authorizing the 
construction, operation, and maintenance of an electric 
transmission line. A company seeking a franchise can also request 
the right of eminent domain, or condemnation, to obtain the right-of-
way needed for the project. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Q2: What are the applicable statutes and regulations regarding 
constructing an electric transmission line? 

A2: Iowa Code chapter 478 is the law governing the construction of 
electric transmission lines.  The Board’s administrative rules may 
be found in 199 IAC 11.  The statute and rules may be viewed by 
clicking on the following link: 
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/IowaLaw.html 

________________________________________________________________ 

Q3: Are there any routing requirements for an electric 
transmission line? 

 
A3: The planning for a route must begin with routes that are near and 

parallel to roads, railroad rights-of-way, or division lines of land, 
according to the government survey, consistent with the provisions 
of Iowa Code § 478.18(2).  When a route near and parallel to these 
features has points where electric line construction is not 
practicable and reasonable, deviations may be proposed at those 
points, when accompanied by a proper evidentiary showing, 
generally of engineering reasons, that the initial route or routes 
examined did not meet the practicable and reasonable standard. 



Although deviations based on landowner preference or minimizing 
interference with land use may be permissible, the petitioner must 
be able to demonstrate that route planning began with a route or 
routes near and parallel to roads, railroad rights-of-way, or division 
lines of land.  Further, no transmission line shall be constructed 
outside of cities, except by agreement, within 100 feet of any 
dwelling house or other building, except where such line crosses or 
passes along a public highway or is located alongside or parallel 
with the right-of-way of any railroad company, consistent with the 
provisions of Iowa Code section 478.20 

________________________________________________________________ 

Q4:   When is an informational meeting necessary? 

A4: If a proposed electric transmission line would extend for one mile or 
more on privately owned real estate, Iowa Code § 478.2 requires 
an informational meeting be held before a franchise can be 
requested from the Board.  At informational meetings, a 
representative of the Board presents a summary of legal rights of 
affected landowners, and a representative of the company explains 
the proposed project. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Q5:  When can the utility company begin negotiations with 
landowners? 

A5:  Right-of-way negotiations with landowners cannot begin until after 
an informational meeting has been held.  If no informational 
meeting is required, negotiations may begin anytime. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Q6: When can a petition for franchise be filed with the Board? 

A6: If an informational meeting is required, a petition for franchise 
cannot be filed until at least 30 days after the meeting.  If no 
informational meeting is required, a petition for franchise may be 
filed at anytime. 

 

 

 



________________________________________________________________ 

Q7:  What happens after a petition is filed? 

A7: There are two procedural paths.  If no objections are filed and the 
petition does not request eminent domain, a notice is published for 
two consecutive weeks in a newspaper located in the county.  If no 
objections are filed within 20 days of the second publication, a 
franchise may be granted without hearing.    

If objections are filed, however, a hearing may be held.  If 
objections are filed or if eminent domain is requested, a hearing 
must be held.  Notice of the hearing will be published, and 
objectors/or owners of eminent domain parcels will receive notice 
by mail. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Q8:  When can objections be filed? 

A8: Objections may be filed with the Board at any time but not later 
than 20 days after the date of the last publication of the notice.  The 
Board may, but is not required to, allow late filed objections, in 
which case the company must be given reasonable time to 
respond. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Q8:  If a hearing is required, where will it be held? 

A8: Generally, hearings are held at the Board’s office in Des Moines.  
However, when the electric line for which a hearing is required to 
be held is more than one mile long, Iowa Code § 478.6 requires the 
hearing be held in the county seat of the county located at the 
midpoint of the proposed line.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


