
 

September 9th  

 

Ms. Judi Cooper 

Executive Secretary 

Iowa Utilities Board 

350 Maple Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0069 

 

RE: Docket No. NOI-2009-0002, In RE: The American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009 

 

 

Ms. Cooper, 

 

Iowa Interfaith Power & Light was formed to help religious communities become leaders in addressing 

the environmental and social justice consequences of climate change caused by global warming.  As 

part of fulfilling our mission, we stand in support of the American Clean Energy and Security Act (ACES) 

and would like to offer some comments regarding the responses to the Iowa Utility Board’s inquiry 

which were due on August 27th.    

 

Much of the analysis of ACES has centered on the economic impact of the proposed legislation, 

particularly changes in the cost per kilowatt hour of electricity.  While this is rightly a concern, we 

believe that potential increases can easily be offset through energy efficiency improvements.  Our Cool 

Congregations program provides numerous examples of the untapped potential of energy efficiency in 

Iowa.  Cool Congregations helps households to reduce their carbon footprints, predominantly through 

reduced energy use.  Our pilot congregation, St. Luke’s Episcopal in Cedar Falls, reduced its carbon 

footprint by 9% in its first year in the program.  70% of the congregation’s reductions came from 

changes in electricity, gas, and water use, resulting in a total of $5,000 of savings on utility bills for the 

25 participating families.  These savings far outweighed the costs of their initial investments. 

 

However, as an organization, Iowa Interfaith Power & Light fears that the debate over cost per kilowatt 

hour has too often overshadowed the very problem which ACES seeks to address: climate change.  

Scientists predict that unmitigated climate change will result in stronger storms, floods, and droughts 

for the Midwest.  In the past few years, Iowans have witnessed the immense devastation and cost that 

result from such events.  But the impact of climate change on Iowans will be minor compared to that 

of other countries.   

 

As people of faith, we believe that all life is sacred, regardless of whether someone lives here in the 

United States or in the remotest part of the world.  Unfortunately, it is the people and places that have 

contributed least to the problem of global warming, those least capable of adapting to its changes, 

who bear its greatest consequences.  These are places like Tanzania whose agricultural system will be 

decimated by drought from the loss of fresh water from snow melt as a result of rising temperatures.  

Tanzania is not alone in facing this problem.  The United Nations estimates that over a billion people in 

Asia will be without fresh water due to the loss of glacier sources by 2050.  Such large populations 

competing for even scarcer resources only increase the likelihood of conflict and displaced 
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communities.  In short, climate change poses a significant threat to the lives and livelihood of billions 

of people around the world. 

 

As the largest source of per capita greenhouse gas emissions, the United States has a unique moral 

responsibility to become a leader in solving the problem.  The American Clean Energy and Security Act 

places us on that path by advancing energy efficiency, renewable energy, and creating a measurable 

cap on the amount of greenhouse gases that our nation produces.  For this reason, we ask that the 

Iowa Utilities Board endorse comprehensive federal climate legislation.   

 

We thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on this important matter and look forward to 

the results of the inquiry.  Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions about our 

organization or the information provided in this letter.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tim Fink 

Executive Director 

Iowa Interfaith Power & Light 

505 5th Ave.  Suite 333 

Des Moines, IA 50309 

director@iowaipl.org 

www.iowaipl.org  


